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Case 1: Myanmar: imprisonment, torture and rape of 
Rohingya in Myanmar 
 
General Information: 

To understand the root causes behind the supposed “ethnic cleansing” 
occurring in Myanmar, it is essential to know the history behind the country. 
Myanmar was formerly a colony of the British, being given its independence 
in 1948 through the efforts of martyr Bogyoke (Major General) Aung San 
who is also the father of the current  Burmese State Chancellor, Aung San Su 
Kyi. When independence was achieved, Myanmar was a fast growing country 
with aspirations to be a leading nation in Southeast Asia. However, the 
country went into turmoil during the mid 70’s to late 80’s when the burmese 
socialist party took control of the government and established a one party 
state, th 
 
warting all opposition and impoverishing the country. In the 8888 Uprising, 
Yangon University students, among various other personnel, protested against 
the current ruling government. This led to massive bloodshed and an eventual 
military coup by the State Law and Order Restoration Council. Though there 
was an election organized in 1990 to reform the government, the military 
rejected the popular vote of the public and continued to exercise control as a 
military junta. Since then, Myanmar has never gained true Democracy. The 
first “fair” elections were held in 2015 where the National League for 
Democracy, Aung San Su Kyi’s party, won a landslide victory against the 
Union Solidarity and Development Party. This solidified the NLD as the 
ruling party. However, various measures are continued to be exercised by the 
Military to weaken the NLD’s control. The military is allocated 25% of the 
seats in both the Myanmar House of Representatives and House of 
Nationalities. Furthermore, the military also has direct control various 
ministries that have a large effect on Myanmar’s economy such as the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation. In truth, though Myanmar 
has come a long way to achieve democracy and have the voice of the public 
be heard, however has still a ways to go before true democracy can be 
achieved. 
 
With this knowledge in mind, it is essential to understand that the root of the 
atrocities occurring with the rohingya people is due to heinous acts that are 
committed by the military. To weaken the control of the current ruling party 
and paint a bad image of Myanmar within the international community, the 
military commits these atrocities while the NLD takes the brunt of the blame 



 

for their actions. Though some may argue that it is the duty of the government 
to take responsibility for the actions of government affiliated organizations, 
admitting the obvious truth that the government does not have total control, 
would render the Burmese government to be incompetent leading them to face 
even more international criticism. As of September 2018, the ICC recognizes 
the Myanmar Military as the lead cause for the atrocities committed towards 
the Rohingya people, ruling that the court may exercise jurisdiction over 
alleged deportation of the Rohingya people. Since then the Myanmar 
government has responded, through the office of Myanmar President Win 
Myint, dismissing the ICC ruling calling it "the result of faulty procedure 

and of dubious legal merit" and saying the country was "under no 

obligation" to respect it. 
  



 

 
Key Terms: 
 

Rohingya “Indo-Aryan ethnic group who reside 
in Rakhine State, Myanmar 
(previously known as Burma).” 

Arkan Rohingya Salvation Army “A Rohingya insurgent group active 
in northern Rakhine State, Myanmar.” 

Min Aung Hlaing “Min Aung Hlaing is a senior general 
in the Myanmar Army who is 
currently the commander-in-chief of 
the Myanmar Armed Forces. As 
commander-in-chief he is responsible 
for human rights violations by the 
Burmese Army that could amount to 
genocide, crimes against humanity, 
and war crimes.” 

Tatmadaw “The Tatmadaw is the official name 
of the armed forces of Myanmar. It is 
administered by the Ministry of 
Defence and composed of the Army, 
the Navy and the Air Force.” 

Crimes Against Humanity Certain acts that are deliberately 
committed as part of a widespread or 
individual act directed to any civilian, 
or race that causes death or human 
suffering on a large scale. 

  



 

Timeline of Key Events (condensed) 
 

1995 The authorities begin issuing 
Rohingya with Temporary 
Registration Cards (TRCs). This was 
mainly done so that the current ruling 
junta could utilize the rohingya to 
gain votes in upcoming elections.  

2010 First election since 1990, Rohingyas 
are allowed to vote and a Rohingya 
even gets elected as an MP.  

2015 Quasi civilian president Thein Sein 
announces the revocation of all 
TRC’s ahead of the 2015 general 
election, rendering the Rohingyas 
unable to vote.  

2016 (April - August) Aung San Su Kyi and the new NLD 
government restart the citizenship 
verification process in the Rakhine 
state as well as establish  the 
Advisory Commission on Rakhine 
State, chaired by former UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan.  

2016 (November) A Rohingya armed group, now 
known as the Arakan Rohingya 
Salvation Army (ARSA) attacks three 
police posts in Maungdaw and 
Rathedaung townships, killing nine 
police officers. The military responds 
with a major security operation 
marked by widespread human rights 
violations. 

2017 (August)  The Advisory Commission on 
Rakhine State presents its final report. 
The government welcomes the report 
and agrees to implement 
recommendations. Hours later, ARSA 



 

launches coordinated attacks on 
around 30 security posts in townships 
in northern Rakhine State. The 
military responds with a brutal 
campaign of violence against the 
Rohingya community, committing 
crimes against humanity. More than 
600,000 Rohingya flee to Bangladesh 
over two months.  

2017 (October)  The Office of the President 
establishes the Committee for the 
Union Enterprise for Humanitarian 
Assistance, Resettlement and 
Development in Rakhine. The 
Committee chaired by Aung San Suu 
Kyi is set to “carry out the effective 
provision of humanitarian aid; 
coordinate the resettlement and 
rehabilitation efforts; and carry out 
regional development and work 
towards durable peace.” 

 
Arguments that should be discussed throughout the trial: 

- Whether the ICC has jurisdiction over the case 
- Whether or not Myanmar has committed crimes against the Rohingya 
- Whether or not Myanmar’s actions are justified 

***Note: The prosecution has the burden of proof. This means that if they do 
not prove without doubt that Myanmar is guilty, and the ICC has jurisdiction 
over the case, then the defendants will win the case. 
 
Helpful Resources: 
 
ICC Pre-Trial Ruling 
Official Twitter Page of (ARSA) 
Timeline of Key Events 
 
 
  

https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1403
https://twitter.com/ARSA_Official
http://www.burmalibrary.org/docs23/Timeline_of_events_concerning_the_Rohingya-1948-2017.pdf


 

Case 2: Sudan: President Omar al-Bashir’s war crimes 
and genocide in Darfur 
 
General Information: 

In 1973, Omar al-Bashir started his military career in Cairo, in which he 
fought in the Egyptian army against Israel. Once he returned to his home 
country, Sudan, he joined the Sudanese army. He was eventually promoted to 
a leading role in fighting the Sudanese Liberation Army during the second 
South Sudanese Civil War.  
 
However, Bashir eventually became frustrated with the governmental system 
of Sudan, and led a successful coup, becoming chairman of the Revolutionary 
Command Council for National Salvation (RCC) (the group which ruled the 
country at the time).  
 
In 1993, despite the disbanding of the RCC, Bashir still managed to retain 
military power. When he was elected as president of Sudan in 1996, his rule 
over the country was solidified. During his presidency, he was heavily 
involved a major armed conflict in Darfur, in which the rebel groups (The 
Sudanese Liberation Army and The Justice and Equality Movement) began 
fighting the government troops in Darfur, accused the government of not 
respecting the non-arab population of Darfur. The government reacted to these 
attacks by equipping and supporting Arab militias (knowns as Janjaweed) to 
fight against the rebels in Darfur. However, these Militias also terrorized the 
citizens in the area, prevented international aid organizations from providing 
food and supplies to the people.  
 
By 2007, the conflict had claimed hundreds of thousands of lives, and left 2 
million people displaced. This created a humanitarian crisis, as these millions 
of people were lacking proper medication, shelter, and food. Thus, in July of 
2008, Luis Moreno Ocampo (the prosecutor) filed an application to the ICC 
against Bashir, accusing Bashir of committing acts of torture, murder, 
genocide, and crimes against humanity during his presidency.  

 
 
 
 
 



 

Key Terms: 

Term Definition 

Sudanese Liberation Army 
and The Justice and 
Equality Movement 

Two rebel groups during the Second Sudanese 
Civil War. During his presidency, al-Bashir 
fought hard against the Sudanese Liberation 
Army (SLA) and the Justice and Equality 
Movement. One of the instances in which the 
government and the rebels were battling was the 
conflict in Darfur, which claimed hundreds of 
thousands of lives, leading to the arrest of 
al-Bashir. 

Revolutionary Command 
Council for National 
Salvation 

The governing body of Sudan after the June 
1989 coup. Al-Bashir was the chairman of this 
group, and thus, was put in a position of power. 
However, after the group disbanded in 1993, 
al-Bashir was left, and voted as the president of 
Sudan, giving him even more influence over the 
country. 

Janjaweed An arab militia that has been used in many 
conflicts. It was also the militia that al-Bashir 
used to fight against the Sudanese Liberation 
Army and the Justice and Equality Movement 
during the war in Darfur.  

Crimes Against Humanity Certain acts that are deliberately committed as 
part of a widespread or individual act directed to 
any civilian, or race that causes death or human 
suffering on a large scale. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Timeline: 

Year Event 

1972 The First Sudanese Civil War ended, however 
tensions between the North and South of Sudan were 
still unresolved. 

1983 Second Sudanese Civil War started, sparked by the 
remaining tensions from the first civil war. 

June 1989 The Revolutionary Command Council for National 
Salvation started a coup against the existing 
government, because the government was trying to 
negotiate peace with rebellious movements for peace. 
Al-Bashir also became Chairman of the RCC. 

1993 The RCC disbanded, leading al-Bashir to appoint 
himself as president of the country. 

1996 Elections were held, and al-Bashir won, thus, 
solidifying his position as president. 

February 2003 The Sudanese Liberation Army and the Justice and 
Equality movement accused the government of 
oppressing Darfur’s non-arab population. In response, 
al-Bashir sent the Janjaweed to disband the rebel 
groups in Darfur, starting the war in Darfur. 

July 2008 The prosecutor of the ICC accused al-Bashir of 
genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes in 
Darfur.  

 
 
Arguments that should be discussed throughout the trial: 

- Whether or not Omar al-Bashir committed the crimes aforementioned by 
the prosecution (murder, crimes against humanity, torture, etc)  

- The degree of severity regarding al-Bashir’s actions, such as, but not 
limited to: 

- Did he intend to commit such acts, such as committing acts of 
ethnic cleansing?  



 

- Was he directly involved in most of the conflicts, or could there be 
reason to believe that he was not involved in many of the conflicts, 
or simply coordinating the implementation of such 
crimes/programs? 

 
Helpful Resources: 
Background information on Omar al-Bashir (*Only use information prior to the 
trial/pre-trial) 
Information Regarding the War in Darfur 
Al-Bashir’s involvement in the Second Sudanese Civil War (skip to “Sudan 
under Bashir) 
Alleged Crimes of al-Bashir 
Arrest Warrant the Prosecution Submitted 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Omar-Hassan-Ahmad-al-Bashir
https://www.britannica.com/place/Sudan/Conflict-in-Darfur
https://www.britannica.com/place/Sudan/The-Addis-Ababa-Agreement
https://www.icc-cpi.int/darfur/albashir/pages/alleged-crimes.aspx
https://www.icc-cpi.int/CourtRecords/CR2009_01514.PDF

