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Committee Introduction 
 

The United Nations Economic and Social Council, or ECOSOC, is one of six             
principal organs of the United Nations (UN) established in 1945 by the UN Charter.              
As such, ECOSOC is at the frontier of advancing economic, social, and            
environmental development goals, otherwise known as the three dimensions of          
sustainable development. This also makes ECOSOC one of the largest and most            
complex subsidiary bodies of the United Nations. In fact, the Resolution 68/1,            
adopted by the General Assembly on 20 September 2013, has strengthened           
ECOSOC’s role of monitoring and promoting the activities of subsidiary bodies and            
specialized agencies in the economic, social, and environmental fields.  

 
Specifically, ECOSOC focuses on improving the standards of living, full employment, and overall             

economic and social development. As a result, past policy coordination by ECOSOC included the promotion               
of rural development in Madagascar in 2003 and contributing to solving the challenges of least developed                
countries in attaining the eight Millennium Development Goals since 2004. Other works include the              
advancement of humanitarian policy agendas in coordinating response to man-made and natural disasters,             
responding to the global HIV/AIDS epidemic, promoting and protecting human rights, and working closely              
with Bretton Woods Institutions, WTO and UNCTAD to engage financial and trade institutions in supporting               
UN development agendas. The extensive responsibilities taken on by ECOSOC allows it to influence              
policy-making in a variety of efforts and fields tasked with tackling major global issues. 

 
Since ECOSOC’s initial establishment, it has been amended in 1965 and again in 1974 to increase the                 

number of members from 18 to 54. Among the 54 members, 14 seats are allocated to Africa, 11 to Asia, 6 to                      
eastern Europe, 10 to Latin America and the Caribbean, and 13 to western Europe and other areas. All                  
members are elected for three-year terms by the General Assembly, and the United States of America, United                 
Kingdom, Soviet Union (Russia), and France have been reelected continuously as they are main contributors to                
ECOSOC’s budget.  



Agenda 1: The Question of Supporting Refugees in European Refugee Camps 
 
1. Agenda Introduction 
 
i) General Overview 
 

The European refugee crisis started in 2015, a year in which           
conflicts in countries such as Syria, Iraq, and Afghanistan forced          
countless people to flee from their homes and countries, thereby          
making the people stateless. In fact, 69 percent of the refugees who            
have fled to Europe in 2015 came from countries plagued by war,            
conflict, and generalized violence. Many of these stateless asylum         
seekers reached European shores by risking their lives and living          
through harsh conditions on both land and water. By the end of 2016,             
more than 5.2 million refugees and migrants arrived in Europe. Later in 2018, 138,000 people tried to reach                  
European shores by sea, but more than 2,000 of them drowned. It is therefore imperative that countries in the                   
position to help join in on an international effort to ensure that shelter and protection is granted to as many                    
refugees and asylum seekers as possible. Though there are currently efforts to provide shelter and the basic                 
necessities to refugees, a dramatic increase in international awareness and cooperation is crucial. As of 2021,                
there is an underfunding of refugee camps, leaving many refugee camps in appalling conditions. Camps are                
also often filled with human feces, urine, and trash that make living conditions unbearable. In addition, many                 
camps still lack access to basic necessities like food and clean drinking water.  
 

But on a grander scale, reluctance of many European countries to step in and assist in tackling the                  
European refugee crisis has mainly been the cause of the underfunding of refugee camps. As a result, countries                  
like Greece, which is one of the first European nations to meet the refugees on their route to Europe, are left                     
alone to provide all the camps and resources meet the basic living needs of hundreds of thousands of refugees.                   
Though the number of newly arrived refugees in Europe has decreased since 2015, there is no sign of stopping                   
as long as conflicts in the Middle Eastern nations persist. 
 
ii) Definition of Key Terms 
 

a. Refugee 
: A refugee is someone who is unable or unwilling to return to their country of origin owing to a                    
well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a              
particular social group, or political opinion [1951 Refugee Convention]. 

 
b. Asylum Seeker 

: An asylum seeker is someone who is seeking international protection but whose claim for refugee 
status has not yet been determined. [Parliament of Australia]. 
 
Note: It is crucial to recognize the difference between a refugee and an asylum seeker. 

 
c. Stateless: 

: (of a person) not recognized as a citizen of any country [Oxford Languages]. 



 
 

d. Standard of Living 
: Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and 
of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services, and 
the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other 
lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control [Universal Declaration of Human Rights]. 

 
2. Historical Background 
 

After around 700 migrants died in the tragic sinking of          
three ships in the Mediterranean from the 25th to the 27th of May,             
2015, former Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi called for an          
emergency European summit to discuss a solution to the high          
influx of refugees. The ships were part of a larger migration of            
refugees from parts of Africa and the Middle East that started that            
same year. In the first 6 months of 2015, one-third of the refugees             
came from Syria, followed by Afghanistan and Eritrea as the          
second and most common country of origin. 

 
Ironically, however, there was already prior awareness of the mass migration and intentions from the               

EU to strengthen their presence in the Mediterranean. In fact, the European Council expressed a need to                 
prevent illegal migrations into Europe in their special meeting held on 23 April 2015. This was mainly going                  
to be achieved by increasing cooperation and communication with nations such as Turkey and other               
international bodies like the African Union. 

 
But policies may have had little to no effect in deterring refugees from making the arduous and                 

dangerous journey across the Mediterranean to reach European shores in hopes of a better life. At the end of                   
2015 and the beginning of 2016, around 1.2 million refugees and asylum seekers reached Europe. In July                 
2016, the Common European Asylum System (CEAS) was revised to accommodate and efficiently process the               
massive influx of asylum seekers. However, the number of refugees landing on European shores kept               
increasing.  

 
By the end of 2016, more than 5.2 million refugees and migrants had made it to Europe.                 

Overwhelmed, many refugee camps were operating beyond their capacity. Moria, a refugee camp on the island                
of Lesbos, Greece, had a capacity of 2000 to 3000 people but contained more than 7,500 people in 2018. By                    
the end of 2018, 58,000 refugees arrived in Spain by land and sea, 27,000 were in Greece, and 324,000 were                    
able to resettle in 20 European countries with the help of UNHCR.  

 
Hoping to again deter refugees from reaching Europe, EU nations such as Greece, Austria, Hungary,               

and France all began closing their borders by using military and police reinforcements at the beginning of                 
2020. The hope was that these aggressive measures may be used to intimidate and therefore discourage people                 
from seeking asylum in Europe. Despite this, refugees were still flooding in, requiring countless policy               
changes by the European Union to increase the budget for managing the crisis. The most recent policy change                  
involved increasing funding for Greece, Italy, and Malta, but the funds are still not enough to support a basic                   
standard of living for numerous refugees. 



Timeline 

DATE EVENT 

April 23, 2015 A special meeting was held by the European Council wherein the European states expressed a need                
to increase presence in the Mediterranean to carry out search and rescue missions but also prevent                
illegal migration and human trafficking into Europe. 

May 13, 2015 The European Union establishes the European Agenda on Migration that increased budgets on 
security and defense operations, introduced new relocation and resettlement plans, and increased 
cooperation with third countries to tackle the issue of migration. 

June 22, 2015 EUNAVFOR is launched to intercept human traffickers and smugglers on their route to Europe 
through the Mediterranean. 

September 9, 
2015 

A proposal was brought up by the European Commission to reallocate 128,000 refugees, who were 
clearly in need of international protection and were, at that time, residing in Greece, Hungary, and 
Italy to the other EU Member States. 

February 3, 
2016 

28 EU Member States agreed on giving Turkey €3 billion to help fund refugee facilities in Turkey. 
The primary goal of the funds was to meet the immediate needs of refugees by providing food, 
health services, and shelter. 

April 4, 2016 The first boats began returning refugees in Greece back to Turkey. 

May 2016 Gradual evacuation of a refugee camp in Eidomeni, Greece. UNHCR expresses concern for the 
living conditions in new refugee sites. 

July 2016 Common European Asylum System (CEAS) was revised to accommodate and efficiently process            
the massive influx of asylum seekers. 

End of 2016 More than 5.8 million refugees have made it to Europe since 2015. 

February 2017 Overcrowded camps in Greece prompt Amnesty to describe the situation as an “open wound” for 
the EU and human rights. 

August 1, 
2018 

The new migrant family reunification law expands the rights of family reunification for refugees in 
Germany that have a low-level “subsidiary” protection. This means that the refugees are not yet 
qualified for full asylum and therefore cannot stay in Germany indefinitely. 

End of 2018 58,000 refugees arrived in Spain by land and sea, 27,000 were in Greece, and 324,000 were able to                  
relocate to 20 European countries with the help of UNHCR.  
 

January 5, 
2019 

The European Union records the lowest number of migrant arrivals since 2015. Around 150,000 
refugees took the Mediterranean route. 

June 20, 2019 The European Commission declared that European countries have only relocated and resettled 64% 
of the refugees as pledged in the EU resettlement scheme. 



 
3. Current Issue 
 

The European refugee crisis is an international concern that is          
impossible to evade. European nations have in the past tightened their           
borders to try to disincentivize refugees from risking their lives to cross            
the Mediterranean Sea in the hopes of reaching Europe. However, this           
has shown to be ineffective as refugees continue to land on European            
shores wave after wave. Without the cooperation of all European nations           
many more people fleeing conflict will be left without a home to return             
to or a safe place to settle. Existing refugee camps in nations like Greece              
cannot accommodate the persistent inflow of refugees, resulting in food          
and water insecurity. Moreover, because there is a shortage of refugee           
camps in Europe, existing refugee camps are often cramped with people of different rebel groups, tribes, and                 
states in the Middle East. For example, a refugee camp in Greece called Moria saw frequent conflicts between                  
the Shia, Sunni, Muslims, Kurds, Arabs, and Afghans. Men have been beaten by iron bars and rebel groups                  
have even stabbed and left men to bleed to death. Without a doubt, racism and discrimination in the refugee                   
camps exist, rendering women and children vulnerable to not only physical but also psychological harm. In                
Moria, children as young as 10 have attempted to commit suicide, an indicator of the psychological and                 
emotional pressure on refugees in Europe. Without support from the government, international charities have              
also left refugee camps in protest. At ECOSOC, humanitarian coordination is a key issue, and delegates should                 
be reminded of the 17 sustainable development goals (SDG) which are planned to be reached by 2030. Among                  
the 17 SDGs, the European refugee crisis directly connects with goal 2, 3, and 6, and may indirectly connect to                    
more. So, the importance of this agenda is unquestionable, and as such, the collaboration between delegates                
should produce a long-term solution to secure the overall well-being of the refugees, provide a sustainable and                 
efficient method of providing protection and shelter for the refugees, and ultimately bringing this world closer                
to achieving the 17 SDGs by 2030. 
 
 
 

Beginning of 
2020 

Greece, Austria, Hungary, and France all began closing their borders by using military and police               
reinforcements. 

March 2020 52,000 migrant and refugee children were in Italy, Greece, and the rest of the Balkans. In addition, 
UNICEF’s Refugee and Migrant Humanitarian Appeal for 2020 was only 28 percent funded with 8 
million dollars. 

September 9, 
2020 

Moria, a refugee camp in Greece, burned down, leaving 12,000 refugees without shelter. 

September 23, 
2020 

European Commission published a new Pact on Migration and Asylum, which aims to increase 
collaboration with refugees’ countries of origin and transit to return those with no right to stay in 
Europe. 

October 29, 
2020 

Director of the European Union’s Fundamental Rights Agency, Michael O’Flaherty, expressed 
support to meet international human rights standards as new facilities were built. 



4. Stance of Involved Nations 
 

a. Germany 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel and the German government have more than once called             

for cooperation within the EU Member States to resettle refugees from frontline countries like Greece               
into other EU nations. Germany’s openness to refugees was demonstrated in its willingness to take in                
refugees during the start of the crisis in 2015. In fact, the Dublin Regulation stipulates that asylum                 
seekers must be registered in the first safe EU nation they enter, but the German government has                 
allowed asylum seekers to enter their border without being registered. This meant that unlike many               
other EU Member States, Germany was very open to refugees, and thus 1.1 million refugees entered                
Germany in 2015 alone. 
 

However, recently, political opposition has prompted the German government to reconsider           
their actions, making them question if they have taken on a task too large for them to handle. Afraid of                    
another large influx of refugees into Germany as was the case in 2015, the German government                
supported Greece’s decision to suspend asylum claims and even launched a social media campaign to               
discourage Syrian refugees from reaching central Europe in 2020. 

 
b. Greece 

Once the first point of entry for over a million refugees that entered Europe in 2015, Greece is                  
now creating policies to block more refugees and asylum seekers from entering its borders. In 2020,                
Greece unlawfully suspended access to asylum after Tukey announced its plan to send refugees to the                
EU. Though the Greek government has demonstrated interest in granting asylum seekers and refugees              
protection, a lack of cooperation and communication between Greece and the other EU Member States               
in producing an effective and humane policy for handling the refugee crisis is causing many to                
navigate through the difficult and arduous asylum process alone. Moreover, past refugee camps have              
been ill-maintained, leaving camps operating well beyond their capacity and appalling living            
conditions as a result. 

 
c. Italy 

Like many other EU countries, Italy has initially opened its borders to refugees, taking in               
180,000 and 119,000 refugees in 2016 and 2017 respectively. However, from the start of the crisis, the                 
Italian government has expressed worries about the influx of asylum seekers and refugees in Italy. The                
fears of the Italian government may be reasonable as many camps in Italy were overcrowded, causing                
unbearable living conditions. As a result, local mayors have tried to ban new admission in their                
municipalities, and with the coronavirus pandemic, the Italian government has temporarily closed its             
borders from refugees seeking to enter. 

 
5. Possible solutions 
 

Refugee camps in Europe have failed to provide refugees with the           
basic standard of living mainly because most camps are underfunded. Thus,           
delegates should envisage an increase in cooperation between European         
and non-European nations to tackle the refugee crisis by increasing          
funding. Likewise, more refugee camps should be opened to take in           
refugees, avoiding the need for camps to function over their capacity. This,            



of course, would not be possible if more European nations did not open their doors to alleviate the pressure                   
from nations like Turkey or Greece, of which both have become hotspots for asylum seekers. However, newly                 
built camps must also be maintained to avoid unsanitary and unsafe living conditions. Delegates may also                
prefer placing refugees in different camps based on their race, such as the Kurdish and the Arabs, in order to                    
prevent violence as is prevalent in existing camps. The physical and mental health of all refugees should also                  
be a priority, and trained medical professionals must be sent to the refugee camps to ensure this. Yet, more                   
than medical professionals, camps should provide food and clean drinking water as needed by the refugees to                 
avoid malnutrition and thus an increased risk of skin conditions and other diseases. Overall, delegates are                
expected to find innovative and practical long term solutions to this refugee crisis as it is the responsibility of                   
ECOSOC to ensure the social wellbeing of all human beings, especially in a time such as this when they are                    
most vulnerable.  
 
6. Conclusion 
 

It is essential for all delegates and policymakers alike to consider not just short-term solutions but                
focus on producing sustainable and practical long-term solutions. As long as conflicts in the Middle East and                 
hunger or other crises persist, there will never be a shortage of refugees seeking a better, safer, and more                   
dignified life in another nation. In the past 5 years, European nations like the UK and Greece have all                   
attempted to discourage refugees from reaching European shores via military and police reinforcement. Yet,              
every year, hundreds upon thousands of refugees still risk their life on land and sea to have a chance at finding                     
shelter and international protection in Europe. As a result, numerous refugees have been caught in limbo,                
stateless, and uncertain of their future. The world demands a solution, and ECOSOC, as a main organ of the                   
UN, must be able to provide long-term solutions to secure the social welfare of the refugees who are part of the                     
larger European refugee crisis. 
 
7. Questions To Consider 
 

● Why have some European countries refused to meet their refugee quotas? 
 

● What has caused European nations to become hesitant in accepting refugees or funding efforts to 
tackle the crisis? 

 
● Is building more refugee camps enough to alleviate pressure from existing ones? 

 
● How can funding for refugee camps increase? 

 
● What are long-term solutions to the refugee crisis? 

 
● Is it possible to incorporate refugees into the economy? What benefit or drawback would this have for 

both the refugees and the host country? 
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Agenda 2: The Question of Economic Interdependence in the face of COVID-19 
 
1. Agenda Introduction 
 
i) General Overview 
 

As stated by the World Health Organization, the COVID-19 virus is an infectious disease caused by a                 
newly discovered strain of the coronavirus 2 - SARS-CoV-2. s. Most people infected with the COVID-19 will                 
experience moderate respiratory illness and recover without requiring special treatment, however, it can cause              
severe acute respiratory problems and can be fatal. Older people and those with pre-existing medical               
conditions such as heart problems appear to be more vulnerable. The outbreak of this virus was declared a                  
Public Health Emergency of International Concern in January 2020, and a pandemic in March 2020. As of                 
January 8th, the number of COVID-19 cases worldwide has crossed 88.1 million with more than 1.9 million                 
deaths. Out of the 88 million COVID-19 patients, 49.1 million people have recovered from the virus.  

 
The COVID-19 pandemic has ushered in an uncertain climate that has been a driving force for                

increased protectionist policies in a more nationalist narrative. Over the last few months of the pandemic,                
headlines of an incoming economic recession, skyrocketing unemployment, and corporate bankruptcies have            
yet to come to an end. With protectionist economic trade measures worldwide, there has been what many                 
people see as a process of "de-globalization". Globalization is under threat with governments needing to limit                
global trade and movement of people to reduce their exposure to the virus. One way most have sought to do                    
this is through the imposition of border closures with extremely strict migration policies. These policies have                
seen a collapse in demand and disruption in supply chains that have inevitably affected employment and                
poverty.  

 
Economies reliant on export-orientated industries, such as oil and gas, have been severely impacted,              

and their situation has been further exacerbated by rapidly decreasing oil prices. The agricultural sector, which                
was hoped to buffer these shocks, has also been affected by lockdowns that threaten people’s food security.                 
However, generalizations have been more difficult to make as different countries are in different stages of                
development with different socio-economic expectations. Thus, the issue of the pandemic response has to be               
addressed by enacting context-specific policies.  

 
In addressing the socioeconomic impact of COVID-19 on nations and the decreasing economic             

interdependence, it has become clear that countries are going to have to become more self-reliant with the                 
resources they can provide because prolonged lockdowns will negatively impact people's livelihoods and the              
economy as a whole. It can be argued that government's need to prioritize social protection programs to                 
provide people with resources like job opportunities and invest in expanding the different sectors if they want                 
to maintain economic productivity while limiting unemployment Maintaining cross-border trade and           
cooperation to generate revenue is desirable, however, new strategies must come in place to limit economic                
dependence on other nations and to help diversify nations economies. An example of this was found in African                  
economies that are trying to limit their dependence on external funding by promoting trade with a regionalized                 
focus as promoted by the African Continental Free Trade Agreement. And though this is not without                
limitations, it is an option that should be explored. 
 
 



ii) Definition of Key terms 
 

a. Economic interdependence 
: Economic interdependence is defined as “a system by which many companies and nations are               
economically dependent upon each other.”  
 
The situation to be economically interdependent means that countries become part of a trading              
network, and they depend upon each other to supply products that they cannot produce themselves. 

 
b. COVID-19 Virus 

: The COVID-19 virus is an infectious viral disease caused by a newly discovered strain of                
coronavirus. The virus spreads through droplets of saliva when an infected person coughs or sneezes. 
 
Most infected people will experience moderate respiratory illness mimicking the flu and should             
recover without special treatment. However, those immunocompromised or with underlying medical           
problems are likely to develop serious effects from the virus. 

 
c. Pandemic 

: A pandemic is defined in the Oxford dictionary as “an epidemic of an infectious disease that has                  
spread across a large region.”  
 
A pandemic would include multiple continents or worldwide as in the COVID-19 pandemic and              
affects a substantial number of people. Throughout history, there have been a number of pandemics               
such as smallpox and the Spanish flu. The most fatal one in history was the Black Death.  

 
d. De-globalisation 

: The process of diminishing interdependence and integration between the nation-states of the world. 
 
With COVID-19, the term ‘de-globalization’ is used to describe the decline in economic trade and               
investment between countries. 

 
e. World Health Organization 

: The World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency founded on April 7, 1948, by its                 
parent organization, the United Nations Economic and Social Council. The WHO Constitution states             
its primary role is "the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health… and to direct                   
and coordinate international health within the United Nations system.”  
 
WHO’s main areas of work lie with health systems, diseases, preparedness, surveillance, and             
response. Regarding the COVID-19 virus, the WHO recommended the best way to slow down its               
transmission is by “washing your hands or using an alcohol-based rub frequently and not touching               
your face.”  
 
 
 
 
 



2. Historical Background 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic is caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2. It was              
identified in December 2019 in Wuhan, China. The World Health Organization declared the outbreak a Public                
Health Emergency of International Concern in January 2020 and a pandemic in March 2020. As of 12                 
December 2020, more than 71.2 million cases were confirmed, with 1.6 million deaths. 

 
Although it is still unclear where the outbreak first started, most of the early infected patients had their                  

movements traced back to visiting the Huanan Seafood Wholesale Market located in Wuhan, Hubei province               
in China. The virus that caused this initial outbreak was known as severe acute respiratory syndrome                
coronavirus 2 or in shorthand, SARS-CoV-2. This newly discovered virus was linked to bat coronaviruses               
such as pangolin and SARS-CoV. There was a scientific consensus that COVID-19 had a natural origin and it                  
was shown that bats were also available in the Huanan Seafood Wholesale Market. This has led to some                  
speculation that the virus was passed on from animals like bats to humans through the consumption of bat                  
carcasses. However, in May 2020, George Gao, the director of the Chinese Center for Disease Control and                 
Prevention, said animal samples collected from the seafood market had tested negative for the virus, indicating                
the market was not the source of the initial outbreak. 

 
Patient zero, defined as “the person identified as the first carrier of a communicable disease in an                 

outbreak of related cases” for COVID-19 is not known, though it has been speculated that the virus first                  
emerged in humans around October 2019. The earliest known person that contracted the virus showed               
symptoms on 1 December 2019, and though this person did not have known connections with the Huanan                 
Market, the first number of cases recorded had two-thirds of them with a link to the market.  

 
Official case counts refer to the number of people who have tested positive for COVID-19 according                

to official protocols. However, due to the new strain of coronavirus recently discovered, it meant that early on                  
many countries did not have official policies to test those with mild symptoms. There has been analysis from                  
this data from 1 December to 23 January estimating that 86 percent of COVID-19 infections had not been                  
detected, and these undocumented infected people were the source for 79 percent of documented cases. Other                
studies estimated the numbers of infections in many countries are likely to be greater than the reported cases                  
due to the home quarantine policy put in place and those who are asymptomatic. When analyzing the age of                   
COVID-19 cases by age in China, the results indicated that a low proportion of cases occur in those under 20.                    
Though it is not clear whether this was because they are less likely to be infected, or less likely to develop                     
serious symptoms and be tested. However, those immunocompromised or with underlying medical problems,             
pertaining to the heart or lungs such as cardiovascular disease, diabetes, respiratory disease, are more likely to                 
be infected.  

 
The 'era of pandemics' report by the United Nations' Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on             

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services said the anthropogenic destruction of biodiversity is enabling a             
‘pandemic era’ that could result in 850,000 viruses being transmitted from animals like birds and mammals to                 
humans. This is exacerbated by a rise in consumption and trade of commodities such as meat and metals, and a                    
growing human population. According to Peter Daszak, the chair of the group, he said that "there is no great                   
mystery about the cause of the COVID-19 pandemic, or of any modern pandemic. The same human activities                 
that drive climate change and biodiversity loss also drive pandemic risk through their impacts on our                
environment." 

 



However, even before COVID-19, globalization was already under threat from rising nationalistic            
feelings in nations that caused governments and businesses to redefine new priorities. Responses to the               
conflicting forces of nationalism showed declines in trade, multinational profits, and foreign investment which              
was described by The Economist as giving rise to “slowbalisation”. The pandemic appears to have introduced                
even more fear and uncertainty, resulting in new behaviors with a rise in xenophobia as populations become                 
less accepting of foreign goods. The economic interdependence that globalization has encouraged over the past               
decades has created a global supply chain that helped contribute to the growth of many low-income countries.                 
However, this is facing formidable threats. And now in the wake of the pandemic, the economic impacts have                  
been devastating, however, there is still little indication of what may follow in its subsiding wake in the long                   
term for the world. In the meanwhile, the economic interdependence that characterized globalization is              
becoming less certain, and with it the policies of many governments worldwide and the fragile livelihoods of                 
billions of people. 

 
Timeline 

DATE EVENT 

Early January 
2020 

During the early stages of the outbreak in China, the number of cases doubled every 7 to 8 days. 
The virus spread to other provinces, exacerbated by the Chinese New Year migration and Wuhan 
being a transport hub. 

January 20, 2020 China reported 140 new cases in one day. 

January 24, 2020 A report in The Lancet first indicated human transmission of the virus was probable and 
recommended protective equipment for health workers, and stated that testing for the virus was 
essential due to its "pandemic potential". 

January 30, 2020 The WHO declared the outbreak a Public Health Emergency of International Concern with 7,818 
confirmed cases across 19 countries. 

March 2020 A retrospective official study published in March in China found that 6,174 people had already 
developed symptoms by 20 January and more may have been infected. 

March 11, 2020  The WHO declared the outbreak a Pandemic as Italy, Iran, South Korea, and Japan reported 
more numbers of cases. 

March 13, 2020 The WHO considered Europe the active center of the pandemic. 

March 19, 2020 Italy overtook China as the country with the most reported deaths. 

March 25, 2020 Coronavirus Act 2020: Act of the United Kingdom Parliament grants the government emergency 
powers to handle the pandemic. This gave the government discretionary power to suspend public 
gatherings, detain individuals suspected to be infected, and introduce regulations to limit 
transmission. This was done in hopes of easing the burden on public health services and the 
economically affected.  



 
3. Current Issue 
 

The strengthening of informal enterprises, microenterprises, and small businesses is key especially            
because micro and small enterprises are the backbones of the global economy. They have a strong economic                 
interdependence with the workers in the informal sector as they account for two-thirds of employment globally                
and up to 90 percent in low-income countries. But most wouldn't exist without high consumer demand so if the                   
government wants to strengthen informal enterprises, then they will need to increase consumer demand.              
However, though the informal sector constitutes a large percent of the economy, they are among the most                 
vulnerable groups in the pandemic. The pandemic has altered business for microenterprises and small and               
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) as it has significantly reduced consumer demand for their products and              
ushered in a supply and demand stagnation. Microenterprises and SMEs make up a significant portion of                
non-essential services such as recreational businesses including accommodation, catering, entertainment, and           
tourism. These services are heavily reliant on tourism however with the lockdown restrictions, they have been                
heavily impacted. As such the large number of micro-enterprises and SMEs have experienced heavy revenue               
losses and many were shut due to a lack of business. In May 2020, a study of 40 surveys on the impact of the                        
pandemic on SMEs showed that half of them suffered from steep revenue losses and that one third would be                   
out of business. 

 

March 26, 2020 The United States overtook China and Italy with the highest number of confirmed cases in the 
world. Research on the coronavirus indicated the majority of cases in New York came from 
European travelers than from China or any other Asian country. 

June 29, 2020 WHO warned that the spread of the virus is still accelerating as countries reopen their 
economies, although many countries made progress in slowing down the spread of the virus. 

July 2020 WHO is criticized for its ‘contradictory' statements and was chastised by the US for failing to 
make necessary warnings in a timely manner. 
 
However, the Chief of WHO, Tedros Ghebreyesus defended the actions of the WHO said they 
act in line with science, and “learn new information about the virus every day, and that the 
organization is constantly updating its COVID-19 guidelines.” 

October 2020 WHO stated that 1 in 10 people may have been infected which translated to 780 million people 
being infected, while only 35 million infections were confirmed. 

November 9, 
2020 

Pfizer released their trial results for a candidate vaccine, showing it is 90% effective against the 
virus. 
 
The United States surpassed 10 million confirmed cases of COVID-19, making it the country 
with the most cases worldwide by a large margin. 

December 12, 
2020 

Overall, 71.1 million cases have been reported worldwide. 1.6 million have died. 45.4 million 
have recovered. However, it was reported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention that 
the current number of viral infections could be eight times the reported number; the report 
indicated the true number of cases could be around 100 million in the U.S. 



Government's around the world have also been hit hard by this fact and economists have encouraged                
governments to deal out external cash support. This is vital, especially during an economic recession. A survey                 
of the catering industry in China showed that 79 percent of companies could not survive three months with                  
external cash support, especially since microenterprises and SMEs have much difficulty gaining access to              
financing. An analysis of data from SMEs in 11 countries shows that small firms have experienced a decrease                  
in demand for products or services, in the supply of input, and in liquidity or cash low availability as a result of                      
the pandemic as seen in Figure 2.5. 

 

 
 

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) is an economic organization            
founded to stimulate economic progress and trade. They have stated that “small businesses have fewer               
resources and lower levels of capacity to cope with abrupt economic shocks.” Due to a lack of diversification                  
of products, markets, suppliers, many have been unable to cope with the pandemic. This has resulted in rapidly                  
rising levels of job losses that the OECD have predicted could transform into a “severe unemployment crisis at                  
the global level”. The most vulnerable agents in the labor market are the informal economy workers. 1.6                 
billion of the world’s 2 billion informal economy workers have experienced damage to their jobs. As                
developing countries have higher degrees of informality, they suffer the most from the pandemic. This presents                
a need for governments to use this crisis as an opportunity to harness the potential of the sector for                   
development.  
 
4. Stance of Involved Nations 
 

Some examples of countries and their responses to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

a. Canada 
Canada has experienced more than 400,000 COVID-19 cases and 14,000 deaths amidst the             

second wave of the virus. The rate of new cases from the second wave has to ensue regional-specific                  
economic restrictions to mitigate the spread of the virus including restricting travel, closures of              
non-essential businesses, and declarations of states of emergency. The Canadian government has spent             
20 billion dollars, 0.9% of their GDP, on the health system to “support increased testing, vaccine                
development, medical supplies, mitigation efforts, and greater support for Indigenous communities.”           
They have spent $249 billion dollars, 11.6 percent of their GDP, to aid households and firms. This                 



includes wage subsidies, payments to workers without insurance, an increase in child care benefits,              
and a new distinctions-based Indigenous Community Support Fund.  
 

The Bank of Canada has declared not to raise interest rates until the economy has recovered                
and inflation is at the target. The federal government announced that $95 billion dollars in credit to                 
lend to firms under duress and lend support of $5.2 billion dollars to Farm Credit Canada. Prime                 
Minister Trudeau released a statement in April about their public health approach to reopening the               
economy; However, a recent surge in new cases has prompted a tightening of restrictions in some                
areas.  

 
b. Germany 

Germany responded to COVID-19 with a range of measures to contain the spread of the virus                
through border closures, school and non-essential businesses closing, social distancing, enforcement           
of mask-wearing, and a ban on public gatherings. Though Germany had a decline in cases in April                 
2020, infections began rising with daily cases that surpassed the previous peak Germany experienced. 
 

On April 20, 2020, smaller shops and some selected schools reopened but were subjected to               
social distancing requirements. On May 6, the government further eased containment measures            
extending to shops, leisure activities, travel, etc, and border controls to countries were lifted. On June                
16, the government launched a Corona Warning App that allows users to trace potential contact with                
COVID-infected individuals anonymously and voluntarily. Against the second wave of infection, a            
nation-wide “lockdown light” was introduced for November: Non-essential travel was strictly           
discouraged, and hotels were not to offer accommodation to tourists. On January 5th, the lockdowns               
were further tightened and extended until end-January 2021. 

 
c. Italy 

As of January 10, 2021, the number of active cases is about 2,257,866. 78,394 people have                
died. The nation-wide lockdown expired on May 4 and since then, manufacturing firms have reopened               
under covid-safety rules. People can also travel within their own region, and mobility restrictions were               
lifted on June 3, when international borders also reopened without restriction to and from other EU                
countries. 
 

Following the increase in cases in August 2020, the government reintroduced social            
distancing measures along with quarantine. Masks wearing in public places are required through the              
end of January 2021. Fines were raised for those who do not follow quarantine rules. Covid tests are                  
required for travelers and have been authorized for use in schools to identify and quarantine infected                
individuals, thereby avoiding the need to close entire schools. The state of emergency was extended               
through January 2021. 

 
d. Russian Federation 

The authorities of the Russian Federation declared a preemptive containment at the end of              
December 2019, along with the closure of borders with China and European countries. Russia also               
introduced a mandated self-quarantine for people arriving into the countries, closed schools and             
entertainment facilities, and encouraged remote work. This resulted in their GDP contracting by 8.0%              
in the second quarter of 2020, compared to 2019. The pandemic also hit hard due to the sharp fall in                    
oil prices and the instability in financial markets. Authorities had quite quickly adopted an action plan                



to support households and businesses. The federal government announced a three-stage reopening            
plan. Criteria for lifting restrictions included infection rates, the availability of hospital beds, and              
testing capacity.  
 

Industrial and construction enterprises are back in business nationwide. After gaining revenue            
in summer, domestic tourism is facing a loss again, though there is a strong regional variation of hotel                  
occupancy. The second wave of infections has hit the tourism industry the hardest. The government               
has increased the cost of the National Economic Recovery Plan to Rub 6.4 trillion. 

 
e. Turkey 

The government adopted a range of containment measures to address the COVID-19            
pandemic including social distancing, curfews, and travel bans along with quarantine and the closures              
of schools and public venues. GDP contracted by 9.9% in the second quarter but then rebounded in the                  
third quarter by 6.7%. 
 

On May 4, the government decided to lift lockdown measures, and then on June 10, further                
reopening measures were announced, including the resumption of international flights and the            
reopening of borders. Following the announcement that COVID-19 cases were rising, containment            
measures were reintroduced from September and tightened in the following months. December            
marked the temporary suspension of flights from the UK, Denmark, the Netherlands, and South Africa               
due to a new strain of the coronavirus. 

 
5. Possible Solutions 
 

The pandemic is still ongoing despite best efforts to contain the spread of the virus. Though different                 
countries have implemented a variety of fiscal policy measures to encourage economic growth, most have been                
rendered futile with lockdown and other restricting measures. Many countries are focusing their efforts and               
budget on sustaining businesses and their most vulnerable population groups. One way governments have              
sought to sustain businesses is by encouraging the formalization of the informal sector to integrate informal                
actors into the formal system, and providing informal enterprises with state support measures. Coordinated              
efforts are needed to enable microenterprises and SMEs to recover. Supporting them has been a part of the                  
pandemic-relief packages in many countries. The World Bank indicates that SME support measures used most               
are to do with debt finance and employment. Others include tax exemptions, deferrals, and relief - to reduce                  
the tax burden of microenterprises and SMEs to help sustain their businesses - as well as shortening working                  
times and providing sick leave, ease liquidity constraints, such as with rent, utility, social security, and to                 
provide direct financial support.  

 
Delegates may wish to establish policy objectives that prioritize SMEs over larger firms, taking into               

consideration the employment rate in microenterprises and SMEs. This will help delegates come up with               
policies that reach those most in need such as migrant workers. For businesses, both economic and public                 
health measures are needed, including the provision of sufficient testing facilities to ensure that reopening the                
firm is safe. Delegates may also wish to find a way to rebuild consumer confidence and bring market demand                   
back to normal. Overall, delegates should strive to find unique solutions to the question of economic                
interdependence, and for example, if in the long term, interdependence should be increased or not. As part of                  
the ECOSOC committee, delegates should strive to ensure social wellbeing while trying to uplift economies in                
the face of COVID-19. 



6. Conclusion 
 

Though this pandemic is far from over, delegates must ensure that they consider short-term policies               
previously implemented as well as innovated long-term strategies. There have been a number of solutions               
implemented, some of which have mitigated some effects of the pandemic and the lockdowns. Delegates must                
strive to remember that the question highlights the fragility of economic interdependence in the world and                
inside nations between businesses, government's and consumers, and try to find a way to, essentially, benefit                
everyone, to varying degrees. Consumers would suffer from government policies and the government relies on               
taxpayer money. Similarly, businesses run on consumer demand and consumers need goods and services              
available to them. As a result, economic interdependence will always exist, but it is up to the delegates, if they                    
wish, to choose solutions that further isolate their respective nations and ‘de-globalize’ to reduce reliability on                
other nations or encourage global trade with their trading partners.  
 
7. Questions To Consider 
 
Whilst governments across the world hasten to contain the spread of COVID-19 in the midst of overcrowded                 
healthcare facilities, several questions arise: 
 

● COVID-19 has hit at a time when the number of displaced people is at its highest since World War 2. 
What are some of the policies the government, WHO, UN, or other international bodies do if the virus 
takes hold in a massive refugee camp in Africa, the Middle East, or Asia? 
 

●  How can governments successfully limit transmission of COVID-19 while providing economic relief 
to families and businesses affected by social distancing or the lockdowns?  
 

● Can nations promote a new kind of globalization, one based upon health and social development 
instead of solely on economic growth measures? 
 

● If so how can this new form of globalization be sustained or reformed in ways that still enhance 
livelihood opportunities? 
 

● How can governments reduce the vulnerability informal workers face especially during the pandemic? 
 

● Who are the most vulnerable populations in countries and why? What can the government do about it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8. Bibliography: 
 
Yaya, S., Otu, A. & Labonté, R. Globalisation in the time of COVID-19: repositioning Africa to meet the  

immediate and remote challenges. Global Health 16, 51 (2020). Available at: 

https://doi.org/10.1186/s12992-020-00581-4  

Economies On The Brink: The Covid-19 Effect. Lowyinstitute.Org, 2021. Available at:  

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/debate/economies-brink-covid-19-effect.  

Lessons From China: This Is How COVID-19 Could Affect Globalization. World Economic Forum, 2021.  

Available at: 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/coronavirus-globalisation-shakeup-is-inevitable.  

Pananond, Pavida. Challenges Of A Post-Virus Recovery. Bangkok Post, 2020. Available at:  

https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1922164/challenges-of-a-post-virus-recovery  

Li, Hon-Lam, Jecjer, Nancy S. , Yat-Nork, Roger. Taylor & Francis, 2020. Reopening Economies During The  

COVID-19 Pandemic: Reasoning About Value Tradeoffs., Available at: 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15265161.2020.1779406.  

Pandemic. En.Wikipedia.Org. Available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pandemic#Definition.  

Altug, Bayram (2020) WHO criticized for ‘contradictory' COVID-19 statements. Anadolu Agency. Available  

at: https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/who-criticized-for-contradictory-covid-19-statements/1902436  

The IMF and COVID-19. IMF, 2021. Available at: https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19.  

Coronavirus. Who.Int, 2021. Available at: https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus#tab=tab_1.  

Impact of the Pandemic on Trade and Development: Transitioning to a new normal. Unctad.Org, 2020.  

Available at: https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/osg2020d1_en.pdf.  

Gharib, Malaka, Huang, Pien (2020). 6 Solutions To Beat COVID-19 In Countries Where The Usual Advice  

Just Won't Work. Npr.Org, available at: 

https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/04/26/844207862/6-solutions-to-beat-covid-19-in-co

untries-where-the-usual-advice-just-wont-work  

https://doi.org/10.1186/s12992-020-00581-4
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/debate/economies-brink-covid-19-effect
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/coronavirus-globalisation-shakeup-is-inevitable
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1922164/challenges-of-a-post-virus-recovery
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15265161.2020.1779406
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pandemic#Definition
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/who-criticized-for-contradictory-covid-19-statements/1902436
https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19
https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus#tab=tab_1
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/osg2020d1_en.pdf
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/04/26/844207862/6-solutions-to-beat-covid-19-in-countries-where-the-usual-advice-just-wont-work
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/04/26/844207862/6-solutions-to-beat-covid-19-in-countries-where-the-usual-advice-just-wont-work

