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Introduction
COVID-19 is a respiratory disease caused by the severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2
(SARS-CoV-2). First detected in Wuhan, China in December 2019, the disease quickly spread across
the world, with the first case outside China reported one month later. Following the first death in
January 2020, COVID-19 has claimed more than 1.5 million lives, with the United States, India and
Brazil being the worst-hit countries. As of December 2020, only 9 countries have not reported any
cases of COVID-19, although a small handful of nations have also declared themselves COVID free.
These governments have been praised for their quick response and handling of COVID-19 and named
as role models.

The virus is mainly spread through respiratory droplets produced when infected persons cough,
sneeze, speak or breathe heavily, but can also be transmitted by touching contaminated surfaces.
Although the incubation period is five to six days on average, it can last up to 14 days, and infected
persons can transmit the disease even before showing symptoms. As such, many countries have
implemented a 14-day quarantine period for those who have been in contact with infected people or
returned from countries with reported cases of COVID-19. Other measures to limit the spread of
COVID-19 include the mandatory wearing of face masks in public places, as well as the prohibition
of gatherings of large groups of people. As a part of this, many countries have also gone into
lockdown: borders have been closed, citizens have been ordered to work from home and schools have
been temporarily closed, as have shops, unless they provide essential services. With the lowering of
cases, several countries have started to ease lockdown restrictions and re-open borders, but the
resurgence of the disease in second waves have led to the strengthening of restrictions once more.

With the first round of vaccinations rolling out in mid-December and at least 60 more vaccines
currently undergoing clinical trials, it may seem as if the fight against COVID-19 is nearly over.
However, it is ever more crucial for governments not to let their guards down, as distribution of the
vaccine can take more than six months (depending on region), and the emergence of newer and more
contagious strains of SARS-CoV-2 threaten to endanger public health and safety.



Key terms
Compulsory licensing: when governments grant firms the right to produce a patented product
without need for the prior consent of the person or firm that owns the patent

Fangcang shelter hospitals: mobile makeshift hospitals constructed in Wuhan during the initial
outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic

Furlough: unpaid leave of absence

Herd immunity: protection gained from a large proportion of the population being immune to a
disease

Incubation period: the period of time between exposure to the virus and the onset of symptoms

Patent pool: an agreement between patent holders to licence their patented inventions to each other
and/or third parties

Travel bubble: an exclusive agreement between two countries to open up borders and to remove the
need for quarantine upon arrival

Types of COVID-19 response strategies
Mitigation
Aims to flatten the epidemic curve, but only as far as to preserve the healthcare system capacity, not
completely stop transmission. Focuses on protecting high-risk groups and to gradually increase
stringency as the pandemic progresses. Measures such as school closures withheld to flatten the curve
in later stages and gatherings are usually allowed, albeit with certain restrictions. Also aims to use
herd immunity. Least impact on  the economy, but health systems are likely to be quickly
overwhelmed.

Suppression
Aims to flatten the curve as much as possible, but still not completely stop transmission. Schools often
closed, gatherings restricted and curfews imposed.

Elimination
Aims to completely eliminate chains of transmission by rapidly escalating preventive measures. Most
effective, but likely to have the worst economic impact.



Case studies
New Zealand
With a population of nearly 5 million but less than 2000 cases and only 25 deaths, the response taken
by Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern and her government has been praised by the Guardian as “the best
in the world”. Although their success can be partly attributed to the nation’s demographic and
geography (it is sparsely populated and relatively isolated), it is undeniable that the early choice to
switch from a mitigation strategy to an elimination strategy and put the country under complete
lockdown has also played a large role in reducing the number of community transmissions. They were
also able to quickly improve their testing capacity and case management such that by late April,
people were isolating on average 2.7 days before the onset of symptoms, hence reducing the risk of
local transmissions. Higher-risk groups were also targeted for tests to avoid undetected transmission
of the virus.

China
Despite being the first country to be hit by the disease, China has managed to keep the number of new
daily cases mostly below 100 since April 2020, and has also avoided a second wave. Wuhan was
placed under a strict lockdown for over two months, with all transport in and out of the city put on
hold and public transport suspended. A network of Fangcang shelter hospitals was also set up; these
makeshift hospitals were designated to the treatment and housing of those with mild symptoms and
held up to 13,000 beds. This allowed authorities to isolate mild cases in groups, thereby lowering the
risk of transmitting the disease to family members.

Singapore
Singapore was the first country to implement a nationwide contact tracing application in March 2020
and has seen noticeable success with its TraceTogether app. Phones with the app installed use
Bluetooth technology to exchange anonymised proximity information, thereby leaving a record of
close encounters with other persons that will be passed on to the Ministry of Health should a user test
positive for COVID-19. It has been a vital part of the contact tracing process; according to the
government, the app has allowed them to shorten the process from two days to a few hours.
TraceTogether is used by approximately 80% of the population, a feat achieved partly by the
government’s provision of TraceTogether tokens, which are separate devices that perform the same
function as the app. This allowed the government to extend their outreach to senior citizens, who may
be less familiar with smartphone technology, as well as those without access to smartphones.
However, it should be noted that there has been controversy over the government’s usage of the data
collected.

Japan

The Japanese government has adopted one of the most aggressive responses to combat the pandemic,
having spent 21% of its GDP on fiscal stimulus packages (as of November 2020). Subsidies were
provided to SMEs and non-profit organizations that were required to close, and ¥ 1 trillion was later
pledged to financially support SMEs affected by the pandemic. An additional subsidy of up to ¥ 2
million was available for firms whose profits had declined by more than 50%; these firms were also
exempted from consumption and property taxes. In light of school closures, subsidies were provided
for freelancers and workers who were unable to work due to childcare, as well as cash handouts to
students unable to cover tuition fees. A daily basic income of ¥ 4,100 was provided for self-employed
and freelance workers, provided they meet certain conditions. Japan is also the largest contributor to



the IMF’s financial resources and has established a COVID-19 Crisis Response Emergency Support
Loan, where $4.5 billion has been allocated to help revitalize economies over two years.

International efforts

The UNDP is currently working together with numerous countries to help provide economic relief and
improve their healthcare systems. In Sudan, they provided handwashing stations, fumigation materials
and face masks, as well as briefing sessions to educate the people on how to protect themselves.
Along with the WHO, United Nations Technology Bank (UNTB) and United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the UNDP has also launched the Tech Access Partnership (TAP)
in May 2020 to help developing countries gain better access to vital healthcare technologies, such as
personal protective equipment. TAP connects emerging manufacturers in developing countries with
experienced manufacturers to facilitate the sharing of technical expertise and resources and enable
developing countries to produce essential equipment domestically, instead of relying on imports.

ASEAN has also set up a COVID-19 ASEAN Response Fund, which draws from existing ASEAN
funds. Member states have also made voluntary contributions, as have China, Japan, South Korea,
Australia and the UK; the funds can be used for the purchase of protective equipment or research and
development into treatment and vaccines. More recently, the ASEAN countries have declared their
intention to create an ASEAN Travel Corridor Arrangement to facilitate economic recovery in the
region, although more details are yet to be released.

COVAX Facility (COVAX) is an initiative created by the WHO that aims to ensure that vaccines will
be provided to countries that are most in need, with the GAVI COVID-19 Vaccine Advance Market
Commitment (COVAX AMC) financial instrument providing 1.3 billion donor-funded doses of
vaccines to 92 low- and middle-income countries. As of January 2021, a total of 190 countries are
participating in COVAX, which is also helping countries to develop their cooling facilities, as some
vaccines need to be stored at low temperatures.

Possible solutions

Moving forward, there are a number of issues that should be addressed: limiting the spread of the
disease, supporting overstrained healthcare systems and mitigating the economic impacts of the
pandemic. Greater stress should also be placed on multilateral efforts to help countries worst affected
by the pandemic.

Increasing healthcare services

Many healthcare systems around the world are facing immense pressure due to the high number of
confirmed COVID-19 cases, forcing many countries to turn to the use of field hospitals. Depending
on the country’s needs, these can be used to quarantine patients with mild symptoms, provide
additional ICU beds, house recovering patients, or a combination of the three. Some countries have
chosen to impose self-quarantine for patients with mild symptoms instead of isolating them in
separate quarantine facilities, but this poses a high risk of spreading the virus to family members. It is
therefore advisable that additional facilities are allocated not just to the treatment of patients in need
of urgent medical attention, but also to the isolation of other patients as well. Countries such as China,
Russia and the Czech Republic have converted existing exhibition spaces and sports stadiums into
field hospitals, which is an alternative that cities with limited land can pursue. The US has also
donated field hospitals to several countries, including Jamaica, Panama and South Africa.



Increasing testing

The WHO has quoted a positive rate of 3 - 12% or 10 - 30 tests per confirmed case as a benchmark of
adequate testing, yet several countries, including Mexico, Bolivia and Indonesia, have been
consistently achieving fewer than 10 tests per positive case. This is a sign of under testing and could
be attributed to insufficient test kits or high costs of testing, which allows the disease to spread
undetected as the public is dissuaded from proactively seeking medical attention when symptoms start
to show. To circumvent this, governments should seek to lower the cost of COVID-19 tests to make
them affordable to all citizens through the use of subsidies, as well as actively educate the public on
the importance of seeking medical attention to reduce the stigma around COVID-19 testing. Countries
such as Israel have also already issued compulsory licenses to allow the importation of medication
that can be used to treat the disease. Similarly, firms should also be encouraged to join patent pools,
such as the COVID-19 Technology Access Pool set up by the WHO. This will ensure that they cannot
profit off medical products that are vital in fighting the disease and also make sure that such devices
and technology are more easily available worldwide.

Improving sanitation

Since the virus spreads through respiratory droplets, maintaining a safe and constant provision of
water, sanitation, waste management and hygienic conditions is vital for fighting against the
pandemic. However, the UNDP estimates that up to 75% of people in the least developed countries
have no access to soap and water, with only 15% of schools in Mozambique equipped with
handwashing stations with soap. The World Bank is currently working to help improve water,
sanitation and health (WASH) services in developing countries, such as replacing water pumps in
Addis Ababa and purchasing chlorine for clean water in Haiti. Other measures to be considered
include the construction of water treatment plants and water storage facilities, provision of technical
assistance to monitor water quality as well as ensuring clean water supply to rural areas. It is also vital
for governments to educate the public on the importance of maintaining good hygiene practices.

Incorporating technology into contact tracing

Upon identification of a COVID-19 patient, contact tracing is often used to identify the people who
have been in touch with the infected person in the last two weeks. Regular follow-ups are then
conducted to monitor their conditions and test them if necessary. This is a vital step that can cut chains
of transmissions and prevent the further spread of the disease, but can be limited by inaccurate recall.
Fortunately, the availability of technology has allowed many governments to integrate digital systems
to ease the contact tracing process. These include sending automated messages to check up on
those who have been in contact with infected persons, mobile applications which use Bluetooth
technology to identify close encounters and mobile applications that use GPS to track users’ locations.
Examples of these include Taiwan’s TRACE system, Singapore’s TraceTogether app and Cyprus'
CovTracer respectively. However, even these digital platforms present challenges. One obvious
limitation is that applications which involve the identification of nearby users require a significant
proportion of the population to download the app, but this might not be possible in developing
countries without external aid. A viable solution would be to follow the Singaporean government’s
strategy of adapting the apps into separate devices that are provided free of charge to citizens. Many
are also disinclined to download contact tracing apps due to concerns over data privacy, mainly
regarding how data collected will be used and disposed of. It is therefore necessary that the adoption
of such systems are accompanied by clear explanations on data protection guidelines to dispel fears.



Vaccine distribution

The first COVID-19 vaccine was administered in the UK in December 2020, and while several
countries have already secured their own stocks of vaccines, it has been estimated that they may not
be available in Africa until as late as mid-2021. Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) has also placed the cost of vaccinating 60% of the continent’s 1.2 billion people to be $7 - 10
billion, and there are also other issues to be considered. Some vaccines, including that of Pfizer and
BioNTech, have to be refrigerated at very low, sometimes sub-zero, temperatures, but this may not be
compatible with the existing resources and infrastructure in rural areas. Multilateral efforts should also
focus on helping developing countries expand and develop their cooling systems to prepare for
long-term storage of vaccines.

Mitigating economic impacts
Many firms have been forced to close or lay off workers due to cuts in profits, with accomodation and
food services, manufacturing, retail and business and administrative sectors being most at risk. The
ILO estimated that 1.25 billion are employed in the sectors where layoffs were likely to increase
drastically; many of these are low-paid and low-skilled jobs, where sudden job losses can have
devastating impacts on workers. To protect these workers, governments should provide grants to
SMEs, as well as stimulus packages and tax relief for households. For example, Georgia has
introduced an income tax waiver for low-income individuals, along with financial assistance for
people with disabilities. Special emphasis should be placed on helping low income households, who
are worst affected in this pandemic. To ease economic recovery, several countries have entered talks
to create travel bubbles, such as Singapore and Germany’s Reciprocal Green Lane, which allows for
essential short-term business and official visits between the two countries. However, it is advised that
these are pursued only if both countries are able to cope with the COVID-19 cases in their countries.

Useful links
Key economic responses adopted by governments:
https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/Policy-Responses-to-COVID-19

COVID-19 contact tracing apps by country:
https://www.technologyreview.com/2020/05/07/1000961/launching-mittr-covid-tracing-tracker/
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income (slums, LEDCs, etc.).
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Introduction

Social distancing, also known as physical distancing, is a term often used to describe the separation of
people by six feet, according to the recommendations of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC). It is often used as a measure to combat with airborne diseases, which, by
definition, can be transmitted from person to person through droplets when the infected person
coughs, sneezes, or talks, where these droplets can be inhaled in the lungs and thus infect the other
person as well. Covid-19 is a disease caused by the Coronavirus, and has led to a global pandemic.
This disease is airborne, and thus social distancing combined with wearing personal protective
equipment (PPE) is one of the most important measures in decreasing the spread of the virus.
However, this is not always a viable option to less developed countries (LEDCs) where many are
living in confined areas such as slums, and thus do not have the capability to socially distance
themselves. This means that these LEDCs are often at the highest risk of being impacted by the virus,
as they are the least prepared and thus the most vulnerable. Furthermore, these LEDCs often do not
have stable healthcare systems, with limited access to healthcare in rural areas. According to the
World Health Organization (WHO) in April of 2020, of the 41 LEDCs reporting cases, 33 confirmed
local transmission. The United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs found that in
2018, the number of people living in slums globally rose to over one billion in LEDCs. Because these
slums are often overpopulated and extremely confined and population dense, it is impractical to
expect its residents to properly social distance. Furthermore, other factors can affect an individual’s
willingness or capability to adhere to these social distancing measures, where it can be broken down
to two main factors: demographics and risk valuation.

Demographics consider the fraction of the population that are elderly, who are the most susceptible
age group to the virus. More developed countries (MEDCs) often have a higher fertility rate, and thus
a larger elderly population. This means that a larger portion of the population in MEDCs are at risk to
the virus compared to those living in LEDCs. The second factor, perhaps the most drastic on LEDCs,
is risk valuation, which measures how a society might compare the value of economic and health
security. Most people living in MEDCs will have a higher socio-economic status, and thus they will
more often value health security over economic security. However, in LEDCs, most are living on daily
wages and cannot afford to trade economic security for health security. The International Labor
Organization (ILO) estimated that the pandemic is expected to erase 6.7% of working hours, which is
equal to 195 million workers. This means that in these LEDCs, where labor is prevalent, a large
number of individuals will lose their sources of income. This can lead to the inability to pay for basic
necessities like food and water, and furthermore, the inability to maintain basic hygiene, which will
lead to an increased spread of the virus among these confined areas. This means that most individuals
living in LEDCs will not be able to afford social distancing, thus valuing economic security over their
health, making it harder to control any imposed lockdowns or social distancing measures.



Lastly, in considering the implementations of social distancing measures, it is important to take into
account the economy of each respective LEDC. The average real GDP per capita of LEDCs is US
$922, where, according to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
estimate that foreign direct investment to LEDCs could fall by 40% in 2020-21, the economies of
these LEDCs could be worsened due to the pandemic. This means that these nations will not have the
means to implement other countries’ models for fighting the virus. Therefore, innovative solutions
and foreign aid is extremely important in the interconnected, global society.

Key Terms

Social distancing: A practice, also known as physical distancing, that encourages the physical
separation of individuals by 6 feet to avoid transmission of airborne diseases through droplets.

LEDCs/MEDCs: Stands for “less developed countries” and “more developed countries”, it
categorizes nations based on their development, where LEDCs (also abbreviated as LDCs) are
low-income countries that are especially vulnerable to economic and environmental crises.In the
context of the topic at hand, LEDCs will mostly have more informal settlements, and thus are often
more confined and population-dense, but lack the economic means to tackle with social distancing.

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19): The name of a respiratory disease caused by the novel
coronavirus discovered in 2019. Transmission of the virus is airborne, and thus can spread through
coughing, sneezing, or talking. This virus has led to a global pandemic with more than 80 million
cases and 1 million deaths. Spread of Covid-19 can be prevented through social distancing measures.

Informal settlements: Areas of housing that has been constructed on a land that its residents do not
have legal claim to. Informal settlements often have unplanned structures and no building regulations.
An example of an informal settlement would be most slums. Because of the lack of authorization and
planning of these informal settlements, they are often extremely confined, and thus a rapid breeding
ground for the virus.

Countries’ Examples

India:

India is one of the countries most affected by the pandemic, with 10.3 million cases as of December
2020. Prime Minister Narender Modi enacted a nationwide lockdown on March 25, with the intention
to create social distance, however, with the prevalence of slums in India where 1 in 6 Indians living in
urban areas live in slums, this is not a practical solution for many individuals. However, many cities in
India have taken action to address the issue of the ineffectiveness of social distancing in confined
areas. The State of Uttar Pradesh provided compensation to workers living in poverty via online
payment in cases where their job was lost due to the pandemic. This solution helps with decreasing
incentive for those living in poverty and confined areas to ignore lockdown measures in order to earn
income. In the cities of West Bengal and Delhi, the government set up temporary shelters in schools



and community centers for those living in poverty, and migrants. In the city of Pune, the Pune
Municipal Corporation (PMC) executed a slum rehabilitation project where they redeveloped slums in
order to decongest and reduce the population density. Moreover, the PMC shifted an estimated 700
flats for slum dwellers to move into, as well as ensuring regular cleaning of public restrooms and
ensuring adequate supply of soap and water. The city of Bangalore took more drastic measures in
sealing Padarayanapura, a slum, to ensure that cases did not spread to other areas. In Varanasi, the 210
slums were kept safe from the virus through ensured sanitization and awareness campaigns, where
500 self help groups were formed to generate employment among slum dwellers, where these groups
would manufacture PPE kits.

Argentina:

Argentina is densely populated with slums, where 2 million people living near Buenos Aires live in
such conditions. The government imposed community quarantines for these slums, where the
regulations ensure that no one is allowed to enter or leave to prevent the virus spreading to other
areas. Furthermore, chapels were repurposed to create emergency shelters for the elderly over 70
years of age, as a Whatsapp group managed by the government were shared to slum residents to
ensure education. In the city of Buenos Aires in Barrio 31, one of its oldest informal settlements, more
infrastructure was built for families to move in to.

Indonesia:

In Indonesia, the National Slum Upgrading Program for Indonesia (KOTAKU) provided reach-out
campaigns by the government, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and civil societies to educate
its residents. Low-cost public water containers with soap were placed throughout the slums, also
known as Kampungs, to ensure better sanitation for slum residents, thus decreasing the risk of the
spread of the virus.

Namibia:

Namibia’s Ministry of Urban and Rural Development has drafted a plan to decongest informal
settlements, where the Ministry is planning to identify appropriate venues or facilities where the
residents of these informal settlements can relocate to. So far, they have found 60 mass houses at
Walvis Bay and 100 at Swakopmund as contenders, and are still working on how to best utilize these
locations.

United Kingdom:

Although not an LEDC, the United Kingdom has an approach that could be a suitable example for
other LEDCs. The city of London transformed approximately 300 rooms in two Intercontinental
hotels into shelters for the homeless. Furthermore, the United Kingdom has reached out to other
nations in the form of financial support. The government donated 144 million Somali Shillings to help
10,000 vulnerable individuals and families in Mombasa, and to support 50,000 living in informal
settlements in Mombasa and Nairobi.

Jordan:



Jordan has many refugee camps that are densely populated, and to combat the issue of social
distancing, they have partnered with organizations to construct isolated treatment facilities to serve the
refugees and those in the community. Jordan has placed clear guidelines for these refugees, specifying
when they can go to shops, or leave the camp. This has helped in organizing the social distancing in a
way that still allows for some movement.

Singapore:

The majority of cases in Singapore are found in their overcrowded dormitories housing more than
300,000 of Singapore’s one million foreign workers. To combat with this issue, Singapore has focused
their attention on testing more than 3,000 migrant workers a day, isolating those who are symptomatic
in high risk dormitories. They have also found alternative accommodations for those most affected by
the virus.

Pakistan:

Pakistan’s approach consists of expanding upon their pre-existing Ehsaas (Social Safety Nets)
Program, using the information provided by the National Registry in order to disburse financial
support to those impacted. The Corona Relief Tiger Force led by young Senators further assists in
managing quarantine, identifying cases among those in poverty, and delivering the food rations.

Possible Solutions

Possible solutions must address the main problems that lead to the ineffectiveness of social distancing
in confined areas and LEDCs, which include 1) Lack of sanitation 2) Lack of financial support that
leads to unwillingness to socially distance 3) Lack of resources such as PPEs 4) Overcrowding and
high population density which lead to an increased rate of transmission.

Some examples to address these issues to be specified in resolutions may include measures such as,
but no limited to:

Financial support

One of the main reasons people living in slums in LEDCs are not willing to socially distance in the
imposed lockdowns is, as stated formerly, the valuation of economic security over health. As a way to
combat this issue, governments may find ways to financially support those living on a daily wage, or
those affected by the pandemic, as a means to increase incentive of not leaving their living spaces.
Such examples are the state of Uttar Pradesh in India, where compensation is provided through online
payment if workers lose their job because of the pandemic. Another form of financial support is
through cash transfer programs such as in Brazil, as well as Brazil’s additional government vouchers
worth R $600 to all information workers who did not receive resources from the cash transfer
programs. Furthermore, Panama has implemented financial support through the form of converting
IDs into debit cards to provide assistance in buying essential items.

Temporary shelters



As it may not be practical in some countries that lack funds to rehabilitate slums, temporary shelters
could be created using the pre-existing infrastructure. This can be seen in India’s West Bengal and
Delhi, where the government provided such shelters using schools and community centers. In India’s
Pune, flats were used instead. In Berlin and the United State’s San Francisco, hotels were used to
secure space for those who are homeless, where Berlin opened up a 400-bed hostel and San Francisco
used 2,741 hotel rooms. Similar actions can be seen in London, United Kingdom, where 300 rooms in
two hotels were transformed into temporary shelters. An example of an LEDC that implemented this
solution is Argentina, where chapels were used instead of hotels to make shelters for those over 70.
Similarly, in Namibia, mass houses were used to create these shelters.

Slum rehabilitation

The re-constructing of slums can be at a higher cost than other temporary solutions, however, it can
lead to greater improvements in the long term. An example of this solution can be observed in the city
of Pune in India by the Pune Municipal Corporation (PMC), who redeveloped slums to decongest
these locations.

Increasing access to basic hygiene

Social distancing can quickly become ineffective if basic hygiene practices are not able to be met, thus
allowing for the virus to dwell in these areas. This can look like providing water basins on the streets,
or providing other forms of hygiene equipment. In Colombia, water services are provided free of
charge for vulnerable families. While in Indonesia, public water containers with soap are placed
throughout slums. Moreover, the Mwanza scheme in Tanzania by UN Habitat provided 14
handwashing stations, including 5,000 liter tanks.

Supply of PPEs

Personal protective equipment is another vital part in ensuring that social distancing is the most
effective it can be. The distribution of PPEs is a part of UN Habitat’s guideline for response in
informal settlements, as the guideline hopes to ensure that all residents have access to hand sanitizer,
disinfectants, and masks. This can be observed in Indonesia, where masks, soap, and disinfectants are
distributed throughout the neighborhood by non-governmental organizations. Moreover, in Varanasi,
self help groups were formed to manufacture and distribute PPE kits.

Foreign aid

Finally, foreign aid is a solution that most MEDCs can enact upon. Especially in times of crisis, it
becomes increasingly important for MEDCs to extend support to LEDCs. Foreign aid can be carried
out through many forms such as creating task forces, extending financial support, or cooperating with
NGOs. An example of foreign aid in the form of financial support can be observed in the United
Kingdom, who extended 144 million Somali Shillings to help the vulnerable living in informal
settlements in Mombasa as well as Nairobi.



Helpful Links
Information on social distancing by Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC):
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) response on the Coronavirus and
LEDCs: https://unctad.org/news/coronavirus-lets-not-forget-worlds-poorest-countries

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN/DESA) policy brief on COVID-19
and LEDCs:
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/publication/un-desa-policy-brief-66-covid-19-and-the-lea
st-developed-countries/

World Bank presentation on global responses to COVID-19 in slums and cities:
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/219201603736148328/Oct26-Response-to-COVID-in-Slums.pdf
(numerous country examples, may be helpful if delegates’ country is in it)

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals #11 (Sustainable cities and communities) targets
regarding informal settlements and confined areas: https://unric.org/en/sdg-11/
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