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Introductory Letters:
Wieroo Park
Hi all! My name is Wieroo Park (she/her), a junior from
Branksome Hall Asia, a Canadian international school
located in Jeju, South Korea. Although I am new to the
THAIMUN conference (and Thailand!), I’m deeply honoured
to be serving as your front room chair for the United Kingdom
Parliamentary Committee (UKPC).

I started my MUN journey in 6th grade with little to no
knowledge of what I have signed up for, and it wasn’t until my
first award in 9th grade that I started to take it seriously. Now,
this conference will officially be my 17th and 4th time
chairing, and I’m proud to say that MUN have not only significantly improved my knowledge on
so many world issues but also helped me shape myself and my passion. With that being said, this
is still my second in-person international conference in a country I’ve never been to—I’m just as
nervous as you all probably are! Still, I have more than enough faith in our committee that we
will be able to make this conference a fun and engaging one for everyone.

More about me; I am a devoted reader who dreams of one day becoming a writer worthy enough
to be a part of the IB Lang & Lit reading list. Outside of MUN, you’ll most likely catch me
stress-painting for HL Visual Arts, debating, or listening to music. Please don’t hesitate to
contact me at parkwieroo00026@branksome.asia or @wiieroo on instagram if you have any
questions or inquiries! I look forward to seeing you all in March :)

Pei-Ying (Melody) Chuang
Dear delegates,

Welcome to UKPC! My name is
Pei-Ying Chuang or Melody, what everyone
calls me and I am currently a junior at
Concordian International School. I have
participated in 7 conferences so far, one as
Secretary General, making this the first
conference I will chair. I am delighted to
chair the UKPC in THAIMUN X!
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I will be looking forward to the fruitful debate of all members of the parliament. How will
all delegates representing each side approach reconsidering the constitutional power of the
British monarchy? Whether the British monarchy will face abolition shall be discussed in this
committee. Furthermore, topics of ownership of displaced artifacts and the UK’s housing crisis
will also be discussed in the committee. Although the committee may look hard at first glance,
the chairs will be here to guide you through!

If you have any questions regarding the chair report, committee procedures, position
paper or anything about the conference you can find me at @melodyyy.c_ or
chaungpeiyingmelody@gmail.com See you at the conference!

Alysha Simic
Welcome to the UKPC! As one of the specialized

committees in THAIMUN this year, the rules of procedure can
feel unfamiliar or even daunting, but don’t worry! I was a
delegate in the UKPC just last year, and I can attest to the fact
that participating in this committee is such a rewarding and
fun experience.

I’m a current senior in Ruamrudee International
School, and have been involved in MUN since seventh grade.
I’ve chaired at other conferences before and been deputy
secretary general, but this will be my first time chairing for
THAIMUN, and I am so excited! When I’m not attending
MUN-related events, you can find me complaining about my absolutely preposterous IB
workload, or (on a brighter note) playing Stardew Valley and participating in various other
endeavors that will never contribute to my academic future.

If you have any confusion in regards to the chair report or general procedure, feel free to
contact me at alyshas23@rism.ac.th, or any of my fellow chairs. We are more than willing to
help you do your best in this conference. On a more personal note, follow my instagram! It’s
@alishris.
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Pedro Durão Rodrigues
Hello I am Pedro D. I am currently a Junior at

International school Bangkok and I'm Brazilian and
Portuguese. I ve been in mun since 9th grade and my
most recent conference was lASAS nun as a member
of the human rights council. This will be my first
chairing experience and I cannot wait for some
chaotic directives to be sent to the backroom. I look
forward to seeing you all in the conference.

A little bit about me, I am a cat person and a
vegetarian (yucky i know). When I'm not watching
grey's Anatomy and trying to catch up to my friends in Physics and Chemistry I like to read, play
with rubik's cubes and just be an overall baller. If you have any questions about the committee
please feel free to contact me at: https://www.pinterest.com/pedrodurao2005/
https://steamcommunity.com/profiles/76561198312235843/
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Committee Overview

Welcome to the United Kingdom Parliamentary Committee - a realistic simulation

of the ins and outs of the UK Parliament. The committee is divided into two: The House

of Commons (represented by Delegates) and The House of Lords and the Queen

(represented by the backroom).

The House of Commons is composed of 650 members of parliament (MPs) elected by the

public to represent their interests. The role of MPs include proposing new legislation and

audit government policies about current issues. The House of Commons is tasked with

most legislative functions, and are often the primary initiator of bills.

In the UK there are over 400 political parties that exist, of them, only 10 are represented

in the Parliament and the House of Commons. Below you will find a list of these parties

and a short description of them and their core beliefs:

Political Party Political Position Description

Conservative
and Unionist
Party

Center-right Led by Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, the Conservative
and Unionist Party holds an overall majority in the
House of Commons.

In terms of Economic Policy, the Conservative Party
believes that free markets and individual achievement
are the keys to economic success. They also advocate
for reducing income taxes in hopes of higher GDP. The
Party seeks to preserve a range of institutions such as
religion, property rights and parliamentary government.

Labour Party Centre-Left Led by Keir Starmer, the Labour Party has been one of
the UK’s two main political parties since the 20th
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century. It holds a socially democratic stance
and their core political beliefs advocate for the working
population.

They believe in increasing minimum wages, taxes on
large corporations and the top 5% of earners, and
spending on the NHS.

Scottish
National Party

Centre-Left Led by Nicola Sturgeon, the SNP is a social democratic
party. It is the largest party in the Scottish Parliament.
The main recent objective of the SNP has been its
campaign for Scotland to leave the United Kingdom
and become its own independent country.

Other initiatives supported by the SNP include Britain
getting rid of all of its nuclear weapons, and elections to
the House of Lords.

Liberal
Democrats

Centre-Left Led by Ed Davey, the Liberal Democrats, is a centrist
political party advocating for reformist, liberal policies.
The Liberal Democrats are strong advocates of the UK
staying in the European Union, introducing
proportional representation in the elections to the
British House of
Commons, and pro-environmental policies.

Democratic
Unionist Party

Right Wing Led by Jeffrey Donaldson, the DUP is a conservative
party based in Northern Ireland. They are strong
supporters of the constitution and most often take
conservative stances on social issues. They are also
strong supporters of Northern Ireland staying a part of
the United Kingdom.

Sinn Féin Centre-left -
Left-wing

Led by Mary Lou McDonald, Sinn Féin is an Irish
republican political party advocating for the
reunification of Ireland as well as an end to British
jurisdiction in Northern Ireland.

Plaid Cymru Centre-left - Led by Adam Price, Plaid Cymru is the Welsh
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Left-wing Nationalist Political Party in Wales. Plaid Cymru
advocates for the decentralization of power, and for
Wales to have full national status. The Plaid Cymru
seeks to preserve Welsh culture, language and
traditions.

Social
Democratic
and Labour
Party

Centre-left Led by Colum Eastwood, the SDLP is an Irish
nationalist social-democratic political party based in
Northern Ireland. The main goal of the SDLP is to
advocate for the reunification of Ireland and higher
opportunity for self-government. The SDLP is in favour
of Brexit.

Green Party of
England and
Wales

Left-wing Led by Carla Denyer and Adrian Ramsay, the Green
Party of England and Wales is a left-wing political party
in England and Wales. The party puts special emphasis
on incorporating
environmentalism with left-wing
economic policies, including increased funding on
public welfare services. It also takes a progressive
stance on social policies such as animal rights, LGBT
rights, and drug policy reform.

Alliance Party of
Northern Ireland

Centre -
Centre-left

Led by Naomi Long, the APNI is a centrist and liberal
political party in Northern Ireland. The goal of the
APNI is to create a Northern Irish society “Devoid of
segregation, sectarianism and prejudice where everyone
– Catholic or Protestant, black or white, local or
immigrant, rich or poor, young or old – can live their
life the way they want, free from fear". (Adapted from
The Official APNI Website) The APNI also voted to
remain in the EU.
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The second chamber of the UK Parliament includes the House of Lords. Unlike

the House of Commons, members in the House of Lords are chosen either based on

appointment, heredity or official function. The roles of the house of Lords include

shaping and introducing legislation and scrutinizing the government.

In order for any bill to be passed as law, it has to be thoroughly vetted and approved by

both the chambers of the UK parliament.
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Topic 1: The question of reconsidering the constitutional

power of the British Monarchy

TOPIC INTRODUCTION:

The United Kingdom is currently a constitutional monarchy in which the country is ruled
by the monarch (Head of State) and a no constitutionally organized government. Under Queen
Elizabeth II’s reign for 70 years (1952-2022) before passing away in 2022, it was found that over
70% of the Britain public was satisfied with Queen Elizabeth as their ruler (YouGov). After
Queen Elizabeth’s death, King Charles III rose to power and succeeded the throne. However, his
popularity decreased extremely, bringing the satisfaction down to 44% (You Gov). Around
10-20% of the public believes monarchy should be abolished. Throughout the years, the numbers
fluctuate a lot, typically according to the current events. Such as after the death of Princess
Diana, the support of monarchy decreased to only 55% which was later built up again by Queen
Elizabeth (The Guardian). There has been a growing trend of younger generations beginning to
feel that the monarchy should be abolished (Survey Monkey).

HISTORY OF TOPIC:
The British monarchy was established approximately 1200 years ago. King Egbert is

known as the first monarch in Britain history (827-839), however, King Egbert only reigned
Wessex which at the time was an extremely powerful kingdom that had its own political structure
(Britannica). King Athelstan is also known as one of the first Kings of The Whole England after
conquering eastern England and had most of England after his reign. He officially became the
first king of England when he conquered Northumbria. The first monarchy that ruled Great
Britain was Queen Anne crowned as Queen of England (1702), Ireland (1707), Scotland (1707)
ruling the United Kingdom of Great Britain ().

Republicanism in the United Kingdom is the political movement brought upon by
republicans. In the 1650s, republicanism reached its peak causing the Third English Civil War.
From 1649-1660 after the execution of Charles I presided by Cheshire lawyer John Bradshaw,
there was a republican decade known as the “Interregnum,” and the only period of republican
since the establishment of monarchy. During the Interregnum, the Third English Civil War took
place; it was caused by the separation between monarchists and republicans, and how Britain
should be governed (History). John Bradshaw’s state funeral ended the republican era. The
decade after republicanism was mixed with disparity and hopefulness, the war eventually came
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to a stop after Oliver Cromwell's victory at Worcester. In 1660, the monarchy was restored once
again and King Charles II was invited to take the throne (Kev).

KEY TERMS:

Term Definition

Commonwealth
realms

Countries that have The Queen as its Monarch (14 Commonwealth Realms
today, discluding the UK)

Constitutional
monarchy

Collective ruling by the monarch and constitutionally organized
government (elected Parliament)

House of Lords Second chamber of UK Parliament; examines bills and questions
government

House of Peers First chamber and upper house of UK Parliament; appointed or through
heredity

Interregnum The period when the reign or regimes is suspended

Legislature Governing body of a country or state

Monarch Also known as Head of State, person reigning over a kingdom or empire

Parliament Holding legislative power and sovereign; in UK, the House of Lords and
the House of Commons

Prime minister Also known as The Cabinet, the head of government departments

Reign To govern as monarch

Republican Political ideology against the monarchy

Socialism A political ideology that advocates distribution should be regulated by the
community as a whole

Sovereign A supreme ruler, typically a monarch
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Party Stances
The Labour Party

● Was initially republican at founding (ILP)
● ILP became pressure groups in LP
● Social democrats, democratic socialists, trade unionists
● Main opposition to the Conservative Party
● Does not have signs of republicanism

The Conservative Party
● Republican presidential candidate John McCain once spoke at the 2006

Conservative Party Conference
● Traditional links between the UK Conservatives and US Republicans
● PM Boris Johnson developed close relationship with Republican President

Donald Trump
● International organizations include the US Republican Party

Scottish National Party
● Official SNP policy favors monarchy
● Has many party members that are republicans
● Scottish republicanism ideology embedded
● Scottish Republican Socialist movement

The Green Party of England and Wales
● Has an official policy of republicanism

Plaid Cymru
● Includes both republican and monarchist members
● At a party conference in 1949, the party firmly rejected adopting a republican

manifesto
● In 2021, Plaid Cymru leader oath to Welsh republicanism

Democratic Unionist Party
● Strongly against Irish nationalism and republicanism
● In 1986, DUP announced to defeat republicanism

Sinn Fein
● Widely regarded as the Provisional Irish Republican Army
● Organized in Northern Ireland
● Characterized as nationalism and Republicanism
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UN INVOLVEMENT

In recent years, the United Nations has rarely publicly spoken about the United Kingdom
Parliament as they believe in nation sovereignty of the country.

On 5 October 2022, UN human rights experts publicly called on the UK Parliament to
reject a government bill that would give “British soldiers advance immunity for war crimes and
crimes against humanity” (OHCHR). Although the UN will not interfere with any bill passed
through the Parliament, any that will violate UK’s obligations under international law or human
rights and criminality will not be tolerated. Queen Elizabeth II has also made many appearances
in the United Nations General Assembly during her reign. The United Nations also publicly
supported her Queen Majesty several times (UN News). Representatives of the UK Parliament
have also visited the United Nations several times.

QUESTIONS A RESOLUTION SHOULD ANSWER

When writing a resolution, there are a few questions that the resolution should address,
such as but not limited to:

1. How will Britain be governed after the abolition of the monarchy?
a. After the abolition of the British Monarchy will the House of Lords and House of

Peers stay in power? Or will they be abolished along with the monarchy.
b. If so, how will the new government be formatted and how will it be selected?

2. What will happen to the royal family following the abolition?
a. Will the royal family completely draw away from the government or will they still

have some involvement in the government?
b. Will the government give them monetary funds leaving the parliament?

3. How to keep all the citizens satisfied.
a. After all, there will still be monarchists in the United Kingdom that strongly

support the monarchy, how will the new government maintain satisfaction?
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Topic 2: The question of ownership of displaced historical

artifacts in British museums.

TOPIC INTRODUCTION:

The British Museum—as the first national public museum in the world, is home to an
approximated 8 million artifacts (Godwin), making it one of the largest collections of goods on
display within the global scene. Frequented by millions free of charge, its establishment in 1753
(Britannica) saw the centralization of artifacts from all over the world, with the Museum itself
stating “[t]he Museum's aim is to hold a collection representative of world cultures and to ensure
that the collection is housed in safety, conserved, curated, researched and exhibited.” That is not
to say the celebration of this diversity has not come with much controversy. Within its archives,
there are numerous “contested” artifacts that, though currently residing within London, find their
origins in entirely different regions of the world. Much conflict has arisen with requests of
repatriation from various different countries being met with resistance from Museum officials,
whose unwillingness to open up discussion of the matter has been drawn further to attention as
compared to France’s progressive attitude towards the practice which promises “the return of
cultural artifacts to African countries obtained ‘without consent’ during European colonialism”
(Godwin). Of the many calls for repatriation, the most prominent have centered around the Elgin
Marbles (Britannica) (requested by the Greek government), and the Benin Bronzes (The British
Museum) (requested by the Federal Ministry of Information and Culture in Nigeria), with the
former’s dispossession justified by the Museum as “it had saved the marbles from certain
damage and deterioration” (Britannica), and the latter being offered up only for temporary loans
to its country of origin (Opoku).

HISTORY OF TOPIC:
The objects that comprise the basis of the collections of the Museum were acquired

through the British Museum Act 1753 by the British Parliament, which enabled the country to
purchase the collections of Sir Hans Sloane, Sir Robert Cotton, and Robert Harley (earl of
Oxford) (Britannica). Most notably, Sloane’s collection, which was bought by the Parliament for
£20,000 at the time, featured over 80,000 cultural artifacts (The British Museum) obtained from
his travels around the world. In the process of this acquisition, Sloane participated in and profited
from the Atlantic Slave Trade (Boissoneault), as well as partly financed his purchases from
revenue generated from enslaved labour on sugar plantations in Jamaica, thus indicating the
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Museum’s already contriversial beginnings. Since its founding, the repository of artifacts has
only served to increase in size, with some methods of attainment including the purchase of
artifacts, donations to the Museum, excavations, and—perhaps one of the most relevant methods
to this question—the collection of goods from colonies of the British Empire (The British
Museum).

The British Museum Act 1902 was passed by the Parliament to enable Trustees of
the Museum to relocate “newspapers and other printed matter which are rarely required for
public use” to storage at an alternate location (vLex). The Act was replaced later with the British
Museum Act 1963, which dictates that Trustees of the Museum are legally bound to preserve its
collection, and to dispose of specific objects only under limited circumstances. The Act also
enables the Board of Trustees to loan out specific artifacts to Museums around the world,
keeping certain factors in mind such as necessity, rarity, and risk (Godwin). As mentioned
previously, requests for restitution are still very much undergoing discussion and are gaining
increasing relevance amidst other European countries adapting more liberal policies to the
practice. Within the United Kingdom itself, Scotland was the first country to accept requests for
repatriation, returning seven stolen artifacts to India in 2022. It does not appear, however, that the
British Museum is likely to follow in Scotland’s footsteps in the near future. Because there is no
official legislation that outlines procedures or policies for repatriation, the British Museum has
stuck by its British Museum Act 1963, which, in the words of the Museum’s Director Hartwig
Fischer, dictates that “the collections have to be preserved as whole” (Little).

KEY TERMS:

Term Definition

Artifact An object made by a human being, typically an item of cultural or
historical interest.

Cultural Property Tangible items that are part of the cultural heritage of a group or society.

Dispossess To deprive (someone) of land, property, or other possessions.

Loan An act of lending something to someone.

Repatriation The return of the cultural property, often referring to ancient or looted art,
to their country of origin or former owners (at times used interchangeably
with restitution).
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Restitution A restoration of something to its rightful owner.

Returnism A term Former Prime Minister David Cameron coined in reference to the
return of museum artifacts to their countries of origin.

Party Stances

* Please note that Considering the highly specific nature of this topic, there are no official statements that

have been released by any of the parties indicating a solid stance. However, stances of individual

politicians or actions of countries have allowed for an overview and synthesis of inferences on the general

orientation of each party.

The Conservative Party
● MP Jeremy Wright has stated that the United Kingdom would not modify its laws

to enable restitution of cultural artifacts to the various countries.
● Former British Prime Minister David Cameron when asked in India about the

return of the Koh-I-Noor diamond responded that he did not believe in returnism,
stating "If you say yes to one you suddenly find the British Museum would be
empty” (Opoku).

The Labour Party
● During his campaign for Prime Minister, UK Labour Leader Jeremy Corbyn

pledged to return the disputed Elgin Marbles to Greece if elected prime minister.
● MP Andrew Dismore has spoken in favor of the repatriation of works of art looted

in WWII (Fincham).

Scottish National Party
● Scotland has been the first nation within the United Kingdom to abide by requests

of repatriation, returning seven stolen artifacts from its Glasgow Museums to
India in 2022.

● In a statement made from a chair of the Glasgow City Council, the city affirms
that the “agreement reached with the government of India is another example of
Glasgow’s commitment to addressing past wrongs and remaining transparent
when explaining how objects arrived in the city’s museum collections” (Solomon)

The Green Party of England and Wales and Plaid Cymru
● The Charities Act 2022, applicable to both England and Wales, allows “trustees of

national museums…to seek authorisation from the Charity Commission, attorney
general or court to return collection objects if they are motivated by a moral
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obligation, and for low-valued objects…to do so without authorisation”
(Alberge).

Sinn Fein
● Sinn Féin Senator Fintan Warfield has called for the repatriation of stolen

treasures and loot from cultural institutions that have origins in Ireland’s past
colonialism (Hosford).

UN INVOLVEMENT

The term “cultural property” was defined by UNESCO’s 1954 Convention for the
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict as “movable or immovable
property of great importance to the cultural heritage of every people…buildings whose main and
effective purpose is to preserve or exhibit the movable cultural property…centers containing a
large amount of cultural property” (UNESCO).

Signed in 1970, the UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing
the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property is an international
treaty that is currently ratified by 142 states, including the United Kingdom in 2002. Within its
declarations and reservations, the UK states “The United Kingdom interprets Article 7(b)(ii) to
the effect that it may continue to apply its existing rules on limitation to claims made under this
Article for the recovery and return of cultural objects.”

Article 7(b)(ii) (shortened): “to prohibit the import of cultural property stolen
from a museum…,provided that such property is documented as appertaining to the inventory of
that institution; at the request of the State Party of origin, to take appropriate steps to recover and
return any such cultural property imported after the entry into force of this Convention in both
States concerned, provided, however, that the requesting State shall pay just compensation to an
innocent purchaser or to a person who has valid title to that property” (UNESCO).

Noting the British Museum Act of 1963 as one of the “existing rules” the United
Kingdom has to this matter that is stated to take precedence over the treaty, it is possible to see
how little effect this convention has had on requests of repatriation of cultural property in the
UK.

The UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for Promoting the Return of
Cultural Property to its Countries of Origin or its Restitution in case of Illicit Appropriation
(ICPRCP) was established in 1978 and is independent of the previous 1970 convention. Its
function is to serve as a facilitator for negotiations of restitution between nations and to
“encourage them to conclude agreements to that effect” (M'Bow).
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QUESTIONS A RESOLUTION SHOULD ANSWER

1. Can the system of loaning artifacts be an adequate alternative to their complete
repatriation to their countries of origin?

a. How can satisfaction be ensured for both parties if an artifact is/is not
repatriated?

2. What is the significance of cultural property to the identities of member nations
requesting restitution?

a. Is this a justification for restitution?
3. If in favor of restitution, how will the British Museum continue to present accessible and

relevant historical information to the public once artifacts have been repatriated?
4. Does repatriation mean Britain’s admittance to its wrongdoings throughout its imperial

history?
5. Under what circumstances should repatriation be advisable? Under what circumstances

are requests for repatriation to be denied?
6. How can it be ensured that repatriation will not empty the British Museum of its artifacts

and therefore its cultural value?
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Topic 3: The United Kingdom's Housing Crisis

TOPIC INTRODUCTION:

“The challenge facing first-time buyers today is bigger than anything we’ve seen before,”
is a quote made by former Prime Minister of the UK, Boris Johnson on June 9th of 2022,
formally addressing the ongoing UK housing crisis. The UK housing crisis is, as the title entails,
a shortage of homes and surging house prices in the UK that are making it difficult for buyers to
get on the property market. This has also come with the sharp increase in rental prices, creating
difficulties for those who wish to save a mortgage deposit while living on rent. According to
POLITICO, the UK has been ranked the highest for residential mortgage lending at the end of
2021, out of all European countries. Although there are many that have stated the lack of new
houses being built as the primary cause of the housing crisis, factors such as growing global
inflation have contributed to the cause, as the Bank of England is highly likely to hike rates
dramatically in an effort to tackle the latter. Not only that, the housing crisis has prompted
political concerns, especially for the Conservative Party. “If you are somebody with a mortgage
who voted Conservative in 2019, maybe the first time that you’ve ever done it—well, you’re not
going to be voting for the Conservatives again.” said Giles Wilkes, a former government adviser.
There seems to be a real risk of the UK housing market completely collapsing, and perhaps
making a detrimental impact on the UK economy as a whole.

HISTORY OF TOPIC:
As aforementioned, the primary cause for the housing crisis was identified to be the lack

of new houses being built. The reason for that tracks back to the post-WWII era approximately
from the mid-1940s to the early 1950s, where numerous homes were built in place for the ones
destroyed during the war. In 1953, the number of homes built peaked with 220,000 as the highest
number in any single year. The increase in housing saw many social benefits as well, such as an
increase in health, lifespan, and a reduction in infant mortality as a whole. By the mid-60s, there
was a wave of optimism regarding housing constructions, in addition to the belief that the
increase of housing was ultimately moving the UK towards a “classless society” where houses
were being built for everybody in need. However, in 1979 with Margaret Thatcher being
inaugurated as UK’s new Prime Minister, private rented sectors were deregulated and landlord’s
rights were increasingly prioritized over those of renters’. Since then, half of what was public
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land has now been privatized—meaning they are now owned by private landlords. Yet, as Britain
approached the 1990s, mortgages became a service more widely offered, which resulted in the
sharp increase in house prices along with the demand for it. From then on, it has become wide
speculation that the excessive demand is ultimately caused by those who demand “housing as a
financial asset, rather than a place to live” (Josh Ryan-Collins, Where Does Money Come
From?). The surge in prices prompted the government to refocus their strategy in trying to make
housing affordable around the 2010s, yet prices were still at an increase and so were the
homelessness rates. The pandemic has also contributed its share by making it increasingly
difficult for young homeowners to get on the property ladder, essentially entrapping them in
being able to afford only poor-quality yet expensive rentals. This also raises concerns of safety,
especially those who are young and vulnerable yet have no alternative other than temporary
accommodation and shared hostels.

KEY TERMS:

Term Definition

Interest Money paid regularly at a particular rate in addition to the original
payment, typically for delaying the payment of the full price.

Landlords A person who owns a home, land, or any and all forms of real estate who
rents or leases it out to tenant(s).

Mortgage A loan used when purchasing / maintaining a home, land, or any and all
forms of real estate. Instead of paying the full price when purchasing the
property, buyers agree to pay the lender the full price over the span of a
series of regular payments.

Rent A regular payment made from the tenant, to the landlord in return for the
use of property.

Tenant A person who occupies the property rented from a landlord.
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Party Stances
The Labour Party

● The Labour party has gone on to publicly criticize the Conservative Party’s
approach to housing, accusing the party for being “profiteering” while many
continue to rely on them.

● With that being said, the Labour Party has also promised to restore social housing
for it to become the second-largest tenure of housing in the UK.

● They are also undergoing plans to increase homeownership of the renters today.
● “Because housing isn’t a market, it’s a fundamental human right,” said Lisa

Nandy, the Labour Party’s shadow housing secretary.

The Conservative Party
● In 2019, the conservatives promised the construction of 300,000 new homes a

year.
● Yet the actual number of homes built every year is described as “pitiful” by many,

as there still exists the dire issue of a lack of homes for social rent.
● Although there has been an increase in housing construction since the 1980s, the

2019 pledge still seems to be highly out of reach.
● Past Prime Minister Boris Johnson believed that introducing policies that

encourage the private sector to amplify its delivery of homes, yet the majority of
homes were ones that were built by councils.

● There still exists a sense that the Conservatives are, to an extent, hyper fixated
solely on the lack of housing as a reason for the housing crisis.

Scottish National Party
● Similar to the Conservative Party, the SNP have been under fire for allegedly

putting political rhetoric ahead of achieving real improvements in housing
policies.

● They have reportedly made inaccurate estimations and scoping in regards to the
demand for social housing.

● Still they believe that the disparity in their estimations can be plugged by building
60,000 affordable homes by the next 2022 General Election.

Liberal Democrats
● Similar to other parties, the Liberal Democrats have promised the construction of

300,000 new homes every year.
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● They have proposed rent restrictions as means to limit the number of excessive
second home ownership, which is identified to be one of the primary causes of the
housing crisis.

● They have also tackled unique perspectives of the issue such as trying to ensure
that rental services such as Airbnb are required to meet the same standards as
regular rentals.

● Aim to increase tax for second homes, which would ideally discourage the
ownership of second homes.

The Green Party of England and Wales
● In addition to working towards building new affordable housing units and

refurbishing more, the Party aims to fund non-profit and cooperative housing
providers in the purchasing of buildings.

● The Party primarily focuses on providing financial assistance in working towards
the cause, such as further investments being made in providing tax credits for gifts
of land and buildings as well.

● A lot of their policies draw focus on homelessness and being able to provide basic
shelters for those in dire need.

Plaid Cymru
● Recently, the Plaid Cymru have taken actions to freeze rents over the course of

winter in an effort to prevent homelessness in a vulnerable environment.
● Although a rent freeze is seemingly an effective measure during the short season

of winter, it has the risk of bringing “enormous immediate unintended
consequence, with landlords coming out of the markets” as stated by Climate
Change Minister Julie James.

Democratic Unionist Party
● The DUP has pledged to increase their investments in providing affordable

housing, as mentioned in their election manifesto.
● Not only focusing on providing basic shelters and homes, the DUP aims to

improve energy efficiency in existing properties in order to secure safe homes for
everyone.

Sinn Fein
● The Sinn Fein identifies past approaches’ failures being greatly due to high

reliance on private sectors, and brings focus into simply constructing more.
● Similar to the Plaid Cymru, their policies include freezing rents, which could

result in short-term success yet lasting impacts on the economy.
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● Other policies include cutting waiting lists, tackling homelessness ending
public-private partnership, reviewing tax treatments of landlords to ensure equity,
and more.

UN INVOLVEMENT

As of now, there has been little to no direct UN actions being taken upon this matter. Still,
one notable UN involvement has been the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC)’s
demands for the UK to take action on preventing homelessness, better security, and equal rights.
This included over 302 recommendations being made by its member nations, urging them to
implement a variety of policies that addresses humanitarian issues such as but not limited to
rising housing costs and access to appropriate social housing.

QUESTIONS A RESOLUTION SHOULD ANSWER

1. How would parties work towards putting practical improvements in housing policies
ahead of political rhetoric?

2. What are the fundamental causes of this problem? How significant is each cause in its
contribution to the decreasing supply and rising prices?

3. How would the housing crisis sway the support of current political parties?
4. Should the government be able to place limits on home ownerships?
5. How would deregulating private rented sectors and increasingly prioritizing landlord’s

rights affect renters’ choices and affordability?
6. How should the humanitarian crisis such as homelessness and lack of security be tackled

without further aggravating the housing crisis?
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