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Introductory Letters:
Sharvesh Gurusamy
Hello everyone my name is Sharvesh, I am a senior studying at
International Community School. I have over 3+ years of
conference experience, and it’s a great honor and my pleasure to
chair HRC, at probably my last MUN conference (hopefully not).
MUN has played a huge role in getting me comfortable being
uncomfortable, I have honed many valuable lessons pertaining
to my communication and interpersonal skills. I hope the same
for you too.

A little about me:
● I am a big fan of rap and emo pop. (especially TheBoywithUke and Dax)
● I think butter chicken is overrated (It's not the best Indian food out there).
● My favorite tv shows are the Good Doctor and the Seal Team.
● Finally I'm a GYMrat (currently searching for Gym Bros so hit me up if you are too)

I hope to have a blast with you guys at HRC, and hope me and my co-chair will give you one of
the best conference experiences. If you have any questions, or you wanna to reach out to me:
Shoot me an Email: sharvesh.guru.work@gmail.com OR, slide on my DMs @shrange_life

Ruotong Tian
Hello Delegates of the Human Rights Council, My name is
Ruotong Tian of ISB and I will be serving as your deputy chair.
First and foremost, I'd like to welcome all of you to the HRC, the
HR department of the UN. In our committee, expect some heated
debate as countries seek to balance their national interest and
their devotion (or lack thereof) to the UN Human Rights.
Nevertheless, I hope we can still maintain decorum (to some
degree at least) and above all, enjoy our time to convene in
person. Now onto a little bit about myself, I am currently in 11th
grade and attending the International School of Bangkok. I have
participated in a fair amount of conventions in the past, most
recent of which was IASAS MUN. Outside of MUN, I enjoy playing volleyball and basketball as
well as a smattering of different card games. As always, if you have any inquiries about the
committee or the topics we’ll be debating, please feel free to contact me or m’colleague through
email. Mine is 18890@students.isb.ac.th. Looking forward to some fruitful debate
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Committee Overview

The United Nations Human Rights Committee is a treaty body of the United Nations

composed of independent experts that monitors the implementation of the International Covenant

on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) by its States parties. The ICCPR is a human rights treaty

adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1966 that sets out the civil and political

rights that are to be protected by states.

The Human Rights Committee is composed of 18 independent experts who are elected by

States parties to the ICCPR for a term of four years. The members of the committee are elected

from among individuals who possess the highest qualifications in the field of human rights. The

committee meets three times a year for a period of two weeks to review the reports submitted by

States parties, hold constructive dialogues with them, and adopt concluding observations and

recommendations.

The Human Rights Committee is responsible for interpreting the provisions of the ICCPR

and determining whether States parties are meeting their obligations under the treaty. It also

receives and considers communications from individuals or groups of individuals who claim to

be victims of human rights violations.

In addition to its mandate to monitor the implementation of the ICCPR, the Human

Rights Committee also provides technical assistance to States parties to help them improve their

human rights records and implement the provisions of the treaty. It also plays a role in the

development of human rights jurisprudence and the promotion of human rights education and

awareness.
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Topic 1: The question of honor killings

TOPIC INTRODUCTION:

Honor killings usually refer to the act of murdering a family member (more often than
not, a female) who have brought dishonor or shame unto the family name or prestige. Honour
killings are highly prevalent patriarchal societies where the preservation of a female’s chastity is
viewed as a responsibility of male relatives, such as a woman’s father and brother(s). These
victims may be killed for a variety of reasons including but not limited to dressing in an
inappropriate fashion, intercourse outside of marriage (even in the instance of rape and sexual
assault), conversing with other men outside of the family, refusing an arranged marriage, and
pursuing a divorce.

Historically, honor killings were widespread throughout different civilisations such as
Ancient India, the Babylonian Empire and Qing dynasty China. In the Laws of Manu (c. 200
B.C.) of ancient India , a female adulterer would be punished by being “devoured by dogs in a
place frequented by many”. Whereas, a male adulterer “must be constantly worshiped as a god
by a faithful wife”. Similarly, the Hammurabi Code (c. 1700 B.C.) of the Babylonian Empire
dictates that a woman adulterer would be tied up and thrown in the river to drown.

The nature of honor killings inherently violates several articles of the United Nations
Declaration of Human Rights including but not limited to Article 3 (right to life), Article 7 (right
to protection of the law), and Article 16 clauses 1 and 2 (right to marriage and dissolution
thereof). Despite this, honor killings remain prevalent in many middle eastern and south asian
countries where such crimes are minimally punished, socially acceptable, or even legally
permissible. In fact, According to the United Nations Population Fund, an estimated 5,000
women are victims of honor killings around the world though this number is suspected to be
much higher due to the underreporting of such cases.
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KEY TERMS:

Term Definition

Convention on
the Elimination
of All Forms of
Discrimination
Against Women
(CEDAW)

A United Nations convention that binds signatories to ensure equality in
legal treatment and protection for women. In the context of honor killings,
it calls for the adjustment of social and cultural norms that target and
discriminate against women in signatory countries. Furthermore, the
CEDAW committee has called for legislation to remove the argument of
“honor” when regarding the murder of a female family member.

Declaration on
the Elimination
of Violence
Against Women
(DEVAW)

A United Nations declaration that essentially embodies the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights but further elaborates on and covers all
forms of violence against women. In the context of honor killings, the
declaration gives precedence to a woman’s rights before custom or
tradition.

Honor Killings The murder of an individual (usually a female) by family members for
bringing dishonor and disgrace upon the family or community.

Honour Suicides The suicide of an individual resulting from pressure and threats from
family members. This ensures that the family members would not be
implicated from the death of the individual.

International
Convention on
Civil and
Political Rights
(ICCPR)

A United Nations treaty decreeing that the inalienable civil and political
rights of all individuals and groups be respected by member nations.
However, Human Rights Committee’s General Comment No. 28 stresses
upon the right to equal treatment before other civil and political rights
including but not limited to right to culture, right to language, and right to
religion.
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Stance of Key Countries:
Pakistan and India

Pakistan and India account for nearly half of all honor killings annually despite both
countries having legislation punishing the act of honor killing. For example in 2016, the
parliament of Pakistan unanimously passed the Anti-Honour Killing Law which
mandated life imprisonment for offenders. However, in both Pakistan and India many
unreported and unpunished honor killings occur in isolated, rural areas where legal and
law-enforcing institutions are lacking and prone to corruption. In addition, many rural
communities often see honor killings as permissible leading to the underreporting of such
cases.

Türkiye
In Türkiye, honour crimes remain a “private matter” where many cases go unreported or
instead recorded by authorities as suicides or accidents. A study conducted by the
General Directorate of National Security revealed that 1,091 honor killings were
committed between 2000 and 2005. However, this number is likely to be much higher
since rural areas were not included in the study. In addition to honour killings, “honour
suicides” have been reported to be on the rise in recent time. The Turkish Penal Code,
despite not explicitly permitting a reduced punishment or sentence, contains legal
loopholes to “legitimize” certain cases of honor killings.

Iran
In 2020, following the honor killing of one Romina Ashrafi, President Hassan Rouhani
ordered the imposing of more stringent reforms on the punishment of violent acts in the
name of honor. However, conservative opponents claim that such laws detract from Islam
and embrace western ideals. One major opposer is the Women’s Social and Cultural
Council (WSCC) that directly answers to the supreme religious leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei. In Iran, legislation prevents law enforcement officers from entering a domicile
in cases of domestic violence making it extremely difficult to punish honor crimes.

Iraq
Honor killings are highly prominent and deeply rooted in Iraq and its culture, particularly
in the Kurdistan region. From 1991 to 2007, it is estimated that more than 12,000 women
were victims of honor killings in the Kurdistan region alone. Although honor killings
have generally decreased especially in urban regions, it remains problematic and
widespread in islamic conservative areas. In the Iraqi Penal Code, there is a significant
disparity between the punishment of honor killings and regular murder. Article 409 states
that “Any person who surprises his wife in the act of adultery… and kills them
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immediately… is punishable by a period of detention not exceeding 3 years” whereas
Article 405 and 406 states that regular murder is punishable by life imprisonment or
execution.

European Union
The countries in the European Union experience limited, isolated cases of honor killings.
The European Parliament reports that the majority of such honor killings originate mainly
from immigrant and ethnic minority communities. Some experts list the lack of
integration of immigrants by host EU countries resulting in isolated immigrant
communities as a possible explanation of honor killings in EU members. The European
Parliament has passed several resolutions (such as in 2012 and 2014) with special
mentions to honor killings in regards to violence against women. In addition, the
European Union has repeatedly raised concerns over honor killings in external countries
seeking accession to the EU (such as Türkiye).

Questions at hand

A resolution should seek to address the following issues and questions:
● To what extent can cultural or religious traditions be used as an argument in the

defense of honor killings?
● What measures can the UNHRC implement to combat honor killings?
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Topic 2: Religious Persecution of Minorities

TOPIC INTRODUCTION:

Religious persecution of minorities refers to the discrimination and violence

directed against individuals and communities because of their religious beliefs. This can take

many forms, including discrimination in employment or education, social ostracism, or physical

violence. Many minority religious groups have suffered persecution throughout history, and this

continues to be a widespread problem in many parts of the world today.

One particularly severe form of religious persecution is genocide, which is the deliberate

extermination of a particular religious group. Examples of religious genocide include the

Holocaust, in which millions of Jews were killed by the Nazi regime, and the Armenian

Genocide, in which an estimated 1.5 million Armenians were killed by the Ottoman Empire.

Persecution of religious minorities is often driven by a desire to suppress or eliminate

minority beliefs and practices, and can be fueled by fear, hatred, or a desire for power. In some

cases, persecution is carried out by governments or other authorities, while in others it is carried

out by private individuals or groups.

It is important to recognize and combat religious persecution, as it violates fundamental

human rights and can have devastating consequences for individuals and communities. Many

organizations and individuals work to promote religious freedom and protect the rights of

minority religious groups, and it is important for all people to stand up against persecution and

discrimination whenever and wherever it occurs.
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KEY TERMS:

Term Definition

Genocide Is the intentional killing of a large group of people, particularly those
belonging to a particular ethnic, racial, religious, or national group.
Genocide is considered to be one of the most severe human rights
violations and is a crime under international law.

International
Convention on
Civil and
Political Rights
(ICCPR) Article
27

This article form the United Nations treaty that states “In those States in
which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities exist, persons belonging to
such minorities shall not be denied the right, in community with the other
members of their group, to enjoy their own culture, to profess and practice
their own religion, or to use their own language.”

International
Covenant on
Economic, Social
and Cultural
Rights (ICESCR)
Article 2 (2)

an article form a multinational treaty that ensures economic, social, and
cultural rights that states "The States Parties to the present Covenant
undertake to guarantee that the rights enunciated in the present Covenant
will be exercised without discrimination of any kind such as [...] religion
[...]."

Current Situation
China (Uyghurs)

The Uyghurs are a predominantly Muslim ethnic group native to the Xinjiang region in
northwest China. There are approximately 12 million Uyghurs in Xinjiang, also known as the
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR), who speak their own language and consider
themselves culturally and ethnically linked to Central Asian nations. In recent decades, there has
been a large migration of Han Chinese, China's ethnic majority, into Xinjiang, which some
believe has been orchestrated by the Chinese government in an effort to dilute the minority
population there.

The Chinese government has been accused of committing crimes against humanity and
possibly even genocide against the Uyghurs and other mostly-Muslim ethnic groups in Xinjiang.
Human rights groups estimate that China has detained over one million Uyghurs against their
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will in a network of "re-education camps" over the past few years and sentenced hundreds of
thousands to prison terms. Reports have revealed details of the routine use of armed officers and
the existence of a shoot-to-kill policy for those attempting to escape these camps.

In addition to the detention of Uyghurs in these camps, China has also been accused of
targeting Muslim religious figures, banning religious practices in Xinjiang, and destroying
mosques and tombs. Uyghur activists fear that their culture is under threat of being erased. The
Chinese government has been accused of forcibly mass sterilizing Uyghur women in an effort to
suppress the population, separating children from their families, and attempting to break the
cultural traditions of the group.

Countries such as the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, and the Netherlands have
accused China of committing genocide against the Uyghurs. The United Nations human rights
committee has also expressed concern over credible reports of arbitrary detention and torture of
Uyghurs in Xinjiang. Despite these accusations, China denies all allegations of human rights
abuses in Xinjiang and claims that its anti-terrorism measures have brought peace and prosperity
to the region.

Myanmar (Rohingya)

The Rohingya are an ethnic group, the majority of whom are Muslim, who have lived for
centuries in the majority Buddhist country of Myanmar. There are currently about 1.1 million
Rohingya in Myanmar, and they speak a distinct dialect called Rohingya or Ruaingga. However,
they are not recognized as one of the country's 135 official ethnic groups and have been denied
citizenship since 1982, rendering them stateless.

The Rohingya have faced decades of discrimination and repression under successive
Myanmar governments. In recent years, the situation has escalated into a full-blown crisis, with
the military committing crimes against humanity and possibly even genocide against the
Rohingya. In August 2017, hundreds of thousands of terrified Rohingya refugees, the majority of
whom were children, fled to Bangladesh to escape the violence. Currently, about 900,000
Rohingya are living in overcrowded camps in Bangladesh, relying entirely on humanitarian
assistance for their protection, food, water, shelter, and health.

The approximately 600,000 Rohingya who remain in Myanmar's Rakhine State are
subjected to government persecution and violence, confined to camps and villages without
freedom of movement, and cut off from access to adequate food, healthcare, education, and
livelihoods. Many Rohingya children in Rakhine State have been hemmed in by violence, forced
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displacement, and restrictions on freedom of movement, and they face a lack of legal identity or
citizenship, as well as inadequate educational opportunities and the risks of neglect, exploitation,
and violence, including gender-based violence, child marriage, and child labor.

The Rohingya crisis has had a devastating impact on children, and until the conditions are
in place in Myanmar that would allow Rohingya families to return home with basic rights –
safety from violence, citizenship, free movement, healthcare, and education – they will continue
to be stuck as refugees or internally displaced persons living in overcrowded and sometimes
dangerous conditions.

Iraq (Yazidi)

The Yazidis are an ethnic and religious minority group native to the Sinjar region of
northwest Iraq. They are estimated to number around 500,000 worldwide, with the majority of
them residing in the Sinjar region and areas north of Mosul. The Yazidis have faced persecution
and genocide for centuries, with the latest example being the attacks by the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL) in 2014.

The Yazidis' religion is an ancient faith with a rich oral tradition that incorporates
elements of Zoroastrianism, the ancient Persian religion, and Mithraism. The faith is often
misunderstood and considered heretical by many Muslims, resulting in accusations of devil
worship. Yazidis are distinct from the predominantly Sunni Kurdish population in Iraq, and their
religion is not easily categorized as it does not fit into Iraq's sectarian mosaic. Yazidis have been
forced to convert, face execution, or flee from the Islamic State.

Sinjar is considered the heart of Yazidi culture, and it is home to the oldest, biggest, and
most compact Yazidi community. But the Islamic State's rapid advance has resulted in nearly all
of Sinjar's Yazidis fleeing north to Kurdish territory, while thousands were trapped in the Sinjar
mountains, awaiting rescue. The Yazidis' land holds deep religious significance and includes
their holy places, shrines, and ancestral villages.

The Yazidis' plight is a complicated one, shaped by centuries of persecution, genocide,
and forced migration. This has led to the displacement of thousands of Yazidis, many of whom
are now living in refugee camps, with little access to basic needs such as food, water, and
medical care. The Yazidis' religious and cultural heritage is under threat, and many fear that their
religion and people may be wiped off the face of the earth.
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Possible Solutions

1. Monitor and report on religious persecution, the UN Human Rights Council
(UNHRC) could establish a monitoring and reporting mechanism to document and
publicize instances of religious persecution of minorities. This could include sending
fact-finding missions to investigate reported abuses, and issuing regular reports on the
situation.

2. Condemn and call for action, the UNHRC could issue condemnations of states or
non-state actors that are found to be perpetrating religious persecution, and call on them
to take immediate steps to stop the abuse and hold those responsible accountable.

3. Promote religious tolerance and dialogue The UNHRC could work to promote
religious tolerance and dialogue between different religious communities and within
states to help prevent the escalation of religious persecution. This could include funding
initiatives that foster interfaith understanding, as well as supporting educational programs
that teach respect for religious diversity.

4. Provide support to victims The UNHRC could provide support to victims of religious
persecution, including asylum for refugees, medical and psychological assistance, and
support for the families of victims. The Council could also work with other UN bodies
and agencies to ensure that victims have access to all available forms of assistance and
support.
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