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Committee Overview

Welcome, delegates to the United Nations Security Council (UNSC)! This section should

act as a primer for the basic concepts of the UNSC and how it deviates from typical MUNs you

may have attended in the past.

The Security Council, one of 6 principal organs of the United Nations, is a committee

having its goals in maintaining international peace and security, and ensuring that nations adhere

to the principles mentioned in the UN Charter. Due to the gravity of the various issues discussed

within the Security Council, and the increased need for deliberation between delegates, the

Security Council deviates from standard THAIMUN procedures.

In order to resolve the various issues presented to the Security Council, delegates in the

UNSC are allowed to make much more decisive policy decisions in the resolution drafting

process. International sanctions and military interventions that cannot be authorized in any other

standard committee are allowed, and such decisions are binding for the international community.

While passive solutions must be sought upon, delegates should be reminded that more

‘aggressive’ methods of conflict resolution can be entertained within the Security Council.

The Council has 15 members total, consisting of 10 temporary members that are regularly

rotated out and 5 permanent members, namely the United States, the United Kingdom, France,

Russia, and China.
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The permanent members, under Article 27 of the UN Charter, have the right to exercise a

‘veto’. In the case where a permanent member casts a negative vote, it would entail an automatic

failure of the substantive (amendments, resolutions, clauses, etc). Please note that the exercise of

veto power has been rare in recent years, but it is a crucial aspect of the Security Council for the

permanent members to exercise their right to national sovereignty in the form of a veto.

Within this committee, please be reminded of chapter 1 of the UN Charter, and its focus

on maintaining peace, security, and developing friendly relations between nations. As the main

decision making body of the United Nations, delegates should understand that the UN exists to

foster peace and security, as well as reaffirming the global community’s dedication to the UN

Charter.
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General Procedures and Mechanics of the UNSC
This section will cover the general rules and mechanics of UNSC.

1. Terminology & Important Notes
a. The Chairperson(s) of the committee shall be referred to as the Dais.
b. The Head chair of the committee shall be referred to as President.
c. Unlike other committees UNSC is allowed to bring up the question of funding

2. Roll Call
a. The roll call is used to ascertain which delegates are present and their voting status in the

committee. When their nation is called by the chair, delegates are required to raise their
placards and declare their voting status as either "present" or "present and voting".

b. Delegates who declare "present and voting" will not be able to abstain from substantive
voting (draft resolutions and amendments). Those who declared "present" can, on the
other hand, abstain from substantive voting.

c. There will be no abstentions or vetoes entertained for procedural voting (motions and
other procedures), and only a simple majority is needed for a motion to pass.

d. Observers can only say "present".

3. Open Debate
a. Delegates need to propose the motion to open debate in order to officially commence a

debate session.
b. Opening the debate requires a simple majority from procedural voting, abstentions will

not be in order.

4. Agenda Setting
a. If there is more than one topic in the committee, setting the agenda will decide the order

in which the topics will be discussed. If the committee has only one topic, this procedure
can be skipped.

b. The chair will entertain a motion to set the agenda. Delegates should say, for example,
"This delegate would like to motion to set the agenda to topic B." After the motion is
passed by the house, the chair will call for speaker(s) to speak for and against setting the
agenda to the topic called in the motion. Then, there will be procedural voting on whether
this topic will be set as the agenda.

c. For example, if topic B is voted as the agenda item by a simple majority of delegates,
topic A will fail immediately. If topic B does not garner enough votes, another motion
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will be required to establish topic A as the agenda, and the entire procedure will be
repeated.

5. General Speaking List (GSL)
a. GSL provides a forum for delegates to present speeches outlining their countries' stances

on the committee's topic. Typically, at the start of the committee session, the chairs will
entertain a motion to open the GSL, which will be voted on and passed by simple
majority.

b. When motioning to open the GSL, delegates can specify the time allotted for each
speech. If no time per speaker is specified, then the default time is set to 60 seconds.
Motions to extend the speaking time will be subject to a procedural vote.

c. Once the GSL has been opened, delegates wishing to speak must raise their placards until
recognized by the chair.

d. Delegates can propose motions to open the GSL at any point during the committee
session. If there are no motions passed by the house, the debate would revert to the GSL.
i. Yielding System– After delegates finish their speeches they are required to yield

the floor to someone else in order to leave the podium. There are 3 types of
yielding:
1. Yield to the chair: Used when the delegate wishes to end the speech and allow

the chair to continue facilitating the committee.
2. Yield to points of information: Used when the delegate wishes to use the

remaining time to answer questions from other delegates.
a. However, because direct interaction between delegates is not permitted in

the GSL, delegates must ask and answer questions through the chair.
b. For example, "The delegate of A would like to ask the delegate of B

through the chair ..." or "The delegate of B wants to answer through the
chair to the delegate of A."

3. Yield to other delegates: Used when the delegate on the podium wishes to
yield the remaining time to another delegate who will deliver their speech.
The remaining time will be added on to the speaking time of the other
delegate who has been yielded to. If the receiving delegate does not wish to
entertain the yield, the chairs will then ask the delegate on the podium how
they wish to yield.

6. Points and Motions
a. Motions are proposals for advancing the committee forward. The chair will periodically

open the floor to delegates to propose points and motions during the committee session.
This section will cover the different types of motions.
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i. Proposing moderated and unmoderated caucuses can only be done through
motioning.

ii. Motions go through procedural voting to determine if they pass or fail. If multiple
motions are proposed in one round, then they will be voted on from the most to
least disruptive. This means that motions which are longer in duration will be
voted on first.

iii. Once a motion acquires a simple majority of votes from the delegates, all other
motions in that round automatically fail. Delegates may propose failed motions
again when the chair opens the floor for another round of points and motions.

b. Moderated Caucus
i. The moderated caucus is a formal debate on a specific topic proposed by the

delegates. The delegate proposing the motion must concisely explain the topic, set
the time limit for the entire caucus, and the time limit per speaker. The chair
would then add the caucus to the voting list.

ii. Once a moderated caucus has passed, the chair will ask the delegate who
proposed the motion whether they wish to speak first or last. Then, other
delegates wishing to speak in this caucus must raise their placards until
recognized by the chair.

iii. There is no yielding in a moderated caucus. Once a delegate has finished their
speech, the chair will immediately invite the next delegate up to the podium.

c. Unmoderated Caucus
i. The unmoderated caucus is an informal debate session in which delegates can

move around freely as well as engage in direct conversations with other delegates.
Delegates who motion for an unmoderated caucus must state the session's time
limit.

ii. During the unmoderated caucus, delegates may form blocs with other delegates
who hold similar views, lobby other delegates, and work on their working papers
and draft resolutions. Delegates may also use first person singular pronouns
during this session.

d. Consultation of the Whole
i. This motion incorporates features of both the moderated and unmoderated

caucuses. Consultation as a whole is still a formal debate format as delegates must
take turns making speeches and remain seated throughout the session. The overall
period for the consultation will be determined by the delegate who proposed the
motion. They will also have the opportunity to speak first, and once finished, the
delegates can yield the floor to another delegate of their choice without having to
refer back to the chair. There is no time limit for each speaker during the
consultation of the whole.
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e. Point System
i. Unlike the motion system, which is utilized for the committee's collective

progress, the point system is used when a delegate wishes to address an issue.
ii. When the chair opens the floor to points and motions, all points can be raised.

However, points of order and personal privilege can also be raised whilst another
delegate is speaking.

iii. 4 Types of Points:
1. Point of Order: Used when a delegate believes that the chair's behavior is

seriously incorrect and detrimental to the committee and wishes to correct
them. To raise a point of order the delegate must raise their placard and state
"point of order", followed by stating the wrongful conduct of the chairs. If the
chair recognizes their conduct as improper, the chair will state "the chair
remains corrected" and then proceed to amend their conduct.

2. Point of Personal Privilege: Used to address personal discomfort of the
delegate, such as regarding the room temperature or use of the lavatory.
Delegates are urged to communicate points of personal privilege in note form
to the chairs without disrupting the committee. However, if the issue is an
emergency or interferes with the delegate's ability to participate in the
committee session (e.g., audio difficulties), the delegate may raise their
placard and announce "point of personal privilege," followed by stating their
difficulty.

3. Point of Information: To ask the chair or other delegates questions concerning
the committee's topic, working papers, and draft resolutions. This point may
only be raised when the chair opens the floor to points and motions. As verbal
communication between delegates is not permitted except during an
unmoderated caucus, delegates must ask and answer "through the chair". For
example, delegates should ask by stating, "The delegate of A would like to ask
the delegate of B through the chair" or "The delegate of B would like to
answer through the chair to the delegate of A."

4. Point of Parliamentary Inquiry: Used when a delegate wants to ask the chair a
question regarding the rules of procedure.

iv. Right to Reply
1. Used when the integrity of the delegate's nation is impugned by another

delegate.
2. The delegate may ask the chair for the right to reply to defend their nation if

the delegate’s nation's name is mentioned directly in the speech.
3. Indirect mentions do not invoke the right to reply.
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4. The delegate who attacked another nation cannot answer the right to reply
speech.

5. The right of reply is also stringent on the chair’s discretion. Appeals to the
chair’s decision will not be entertained in the case of a right to reply.

7. Working Paper
a. The purpose of the working paper is to assist delegates in developing ideas for the draft

resolution. It is not an official document, and its contents may not be incorporated into
the draft resolution.

b. Delegates are strongly encouraged, but not required, to prepare the working paper in draft
resolution format because it will be developed into a draft resolution.

c. When the working paper is completed, delegates may raise a motion to introduce it to the
committee. Delegates motioning to introduce the working paper must specify their
paper's number, usually 1.1, 1.2,...1.x, the reading time for the committee, and the
presentation time.

d. Following the conclusion of the presentation, the chair will ask the presenting delegates if
they are open to additional points of information. If yes, the questions will be asked and
answered through the chair.

8. Draft Resolution
a. The draft resolution is a formalized and developed working paper.
b. Sponsors and Signatories

i. A draft resolution may be introduced when there are enough sponsors and
signatories. The required number of sponsors and signatories will be determined
based on the chair's discretion and the size of the committee.

ii. Sponsors: The primary authors of the draft resolution. While this number may
vary, the chairs will usually recommend at least 2 sponsors for each draft
resolution.

iii. Signatories: Delegates who wish to see this draft resolution being debated upon
without necessarily agreeing with its contents. There can be as many signatories
as possible, but the minimum number of signatories shall not be lower than ⅓ of
the committee's delegation. This requirement may change depending on the
chair's discretion.

c. When the draft resolution is completed and has enough sponsors and signatories,
delegates may raise a motion to introduce it to the committee. Delegates motioning to
introduce the draft resolution must specify its number, usually 1.1, 1.2, ... 1.x, the reading
time for the committee, and the presentation time.
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d. After the presentation is finished, the chair will ask the presenting delegates if they are
open to points of information. If yes, then the questions will be asked and answered
"through the chair"

9. Amendments
a. After the draft resolution presentation has ended and all points of information have been

addressed, the chair will open the floor to motions to amend the presented draft
resolution.

b. Delegates motioning for an amendment must specify which parts of the draft resolution,
usually a clause or subclause, they wish to modify, and what changes they would like to
see. Then, the chair will ask the sponsors of the presented draft resolution to determine
whether the proposed amendment is a friendly or unfriendly amendment.

c. Friendly and Unfriendly Amendments
i. If the sponsors conclude that the amendment is friendly, changes to the draft

resolution can be implemented immediately and without debate.
ii. If the sponsors conclude that the amendment is unfriendly, the chair will invite

speakers in support and opposition to the amendment. Each speaker will have 60
seconds to deliver their remarks on the amendment. Following the conclusion of
the debate period, the committee will vote on whether the amendment passes or
fails. To enact an unfriendly amendment, a supermajority of two-thirds of the total
number of delegates in the committee is necessary.

10. Close Debate
a. After the draft resolution process is complete, a delegate may propose a motion to end the

debate. The chair may also request speakers in support and opposition to this resolution.
b. A motion to close the debate will require a two-thirds majority to pass.
c. Following the conclusion of the debate, the committee will proceed to the voting

procedure.

11. Voting Procedure
a. Pre-vote Motions

i. Motion to reorder: By default, draft resolutions will be voted on in numerical
order, assigned by the chairs based on the order of submission. A motion to
reorder allows delegates to change the voting order of the draft resolutions.

ii. Motion to divide the question: This motion allows delegates to divide a draft
resolution into parts and vote on those parts separately. Preambulatory clauses
will not be subject to division.
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1. Each bloc in the committee can submit up to one interpretation of ‘dividing
the question’, or how the draft resolution is to be divided. Such proposals may
divide the question into two or more parts.

2. Once blocs have submitted their proposals, the chairs will then arrange them
in order of most to least severe for the committee to vote upon, in that order.
This vote is a substantive vote, and requires a simple majority to pass.

3. Once a proposal passes, all other proposals are discarded and the draft
resolution is divided accordingly. Each divided part of the draft resolution will
be voted upon separately, and needs a supermajority (or a ⅔ majority) to pass.
After all parts have been voted upon, those that were voted to be included will
be compiled into the final resolution, which would then be considered
‘Passed’ by the committee.

iii. Motion to roll call vote
1. Once this motion passes, the chair will conduct a roll call in alphabetical

order. Once called, delegates are required to vote on a draft resolution.
2. Delegates may vote "Yes", "Yes with rights, "No", or "No with rights". If

delegates have identified their voting status as "present", then they can
"Abstain" from voting.

3. Delegates who voted either "Yes with rights" or "No with rights" have the
right to explain the justification behind their vote. Delegates will only be
allowed to explain an affirmative or negative vote. The explanation is made
after all delegates have voted.

b. Usually, a draft resolution will pass if a two-thirds majority of delegates vote "Yes" or
"Yes with rights". If a draft resolution passes, then it will be adopted as the resolution of
the committee, and all other draft resolutions will automatically fail.

c. Post-vote Motions
i. Motion to divide the house: This is a motion to revote with no abstentions

allowed. It can only be entertained if the number of abstentions is enough to
change the voting result. The chair can use discretion to entertain this motion or
entertain its proposal from the delegates, who will then vote to determine whether
the house will be divided.

ii. Motion to reconsider: This is a motion to revote which can only be proposed by
delegates who voted against a draft resolution. This motion's success depends on
the chair's discretion.

12. Suspend Debate
a. Motions to suspend the debate are used for breaks in between committee sessions. This

motion requires a simple majority to pass.
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13. Adjourn Meeting
a. The motion to adjourn the meeting is used to end the committee following the

announcement of the voting results. This would mean the committee has completed the
agenda, and delegates will not be returning for further deliberation.
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